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Upcoming Event:  

Summer Picnic on Saturday, 

June 21. See page 3 for more 

details.  
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Presidentôs Message  
In late April, on a sunny Spring morning, ten current and past mem-

bers enjoyed a coffee meeting at Mayo Creek Gardens. Ingeborg 

toured us through her Woodland Garden and we gathered over cof-

fee and morning snacks for a review of items raised at our regular 

meetings. It was nice to meet with past members and have a visit 

with members who are unable to attend the evening meetings. We 

would like to continue with the coffee meetings on a quarterly basis.  

On the heels of the coffee meeting was the 50th Anniversary Cele-

bration for the Rhododendron Species Botanical Garden in Federal 

Way Washington. You will see a review of this fun and most informa-

tive event elsewhere in this newsletter. A new discovery on route to 

Federal Way was Whitney Gardens and Nursery. If you have not had 

an opportunity to visit this garden at the base of the Olympic Moun-

tains it is a must. It is a sixty year old, seven acre garden and nurse-

ry with endless cultivars of rhododendrons, woodland trees and 

plants available. It is surrounded by the most spectacular forest of 

majestic rhododendrons and magnolias.   

Cowichan Valley Rhododendron Society Volume 25:5   May/June 2014 

The  

Rhodoholic 



 

Cowichan Valley Rhododendron Society 2 May/June 2014 

  

 May came in with a flurry of activity. Al and Sandy Campbell start-

ed us off by welcoming the club to their lovely spring 

garden. We had the opportunity to visit the Mur-

rayôs garden in its full glory a few days later. The 

Kemmlersô shared their garden with the club when 

the deciduous Azaleas were at their peak. The 

Cowichan Valley Garden Fair was a colorful event 

and the community responded by leaving the hall 

bare of plants by the end of the four hour sale. A 

number of members missed the showing of the mov-

ie, ñHeaven with the Gates Openò at the general 

meeting. They were making their way down to San 

Francisco, to meet the bus for a most informative, en-

tertaining five days touring up the West Coast. I am un-

able to put into a few words the grand time we had visit-

ing Redwood Forests and fabulous gardens, both private 

and public in their spring glory. Stay tuned for a Califor-

nia/Oregon Bus Tour presentation.  

Now that everyone has had a few weeks to play catch-up 

in their gardens it is time to plan for our next gathering. I 

hope to see all of you at our next social, the June Picnic, 

in Sharon Tillieôs Garden on Saturday June 21. I look 

forward to meeting and extended the warmest welcome 

to our newest members: Verna Buhler, Chris Spratt, 

Gary Young, Mahari Bruce, Brenda Burch, Judith Gilley, 

Fred Bosma, Darcey Gibbons, Pat Calveley, Garth 

Wedemire and Liz Leverington.  

We do have a few business items to attend to at the pic-

nic. We will be voting on an important motion regard-

ing the Milner Species Garden Project. The infor-

mation was reviewed at the April meeting and dis-

tributed in the April Newsletter and will be reviewed 

prior to the vote. Another business item we will at-

tend to at the picnic is the naming of the Executive 

for the 2014/15 season. Please contact Sandra with 

nominations for the new Executive.  

Look forward to seeing everyone on June 21. 

 

Sandra Stevenson 
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Donôt Miss the Summer Picnic 

Saturday June 21 at Sharon Tillieôs Place 

 

Second Notice of MotionðVancouver Island Rhodo Species Garden 

The following motions will be presented and voted on at the Summer Picnic: 

CVRS Support for New Species Garden 

Moved:  Ian Efford 

Second: Siggi Kemmler 

ñThat the CVRS enthusiastically supports the development 

of a rhododendron species garden at Milner Gardens in 

accordance with the terms and conditions of a draft 

agreement between ARS District 1 and Vancouver Island 

Universityò 

CVRS Financial Commitment to the Establishment of the 

Milner Species Garden 

Moved: Ian Efford 

Second: Don Loewen 

ñThat the CVRS make an initial contribution of $5000 to the establishment of the new species garden at 

Milner gardens with payment to be made from Society term deposits on their maturity availabilityò  

The annual CVRS annual Picnic will take place at 

the home and garden of Sharon Tillie, 4372 

Sunrise Road on the first day of summer ïthe 

longest day of the year- Saturday June 21st, 2014 

from 11:30 - 3:00 PM. It will be a pot luck with 

drinks provided, please bring your plates, and 

utensils and although there are some lawn chairs, 

a few extras would be appreciated.  

As someone said about a potluck-donôt bring the 

same thing as the other guy!  There will be a large 

smoked salmon pasta dish to serve to everyone.  

Bring your favourite appy, salad, main or desert.  

Wine and other drinks will be served.    

Directions: Go to Gibbins Road which is the road 

the hospital is on and travel approx. 4 km to the 

intersection of Menzies and Barnjum. Continue up 

Barnjum, taking the first left up Sunrise Road. 

Meander for one km on Sunrise Road, my driveway 

is the second last driveway on the left. My house is 

on a long driveway and not visible from the Road.  

The ground is flat but please park on the road after 

dropping off at the house. A few parking spaces for 

those mobility challenged will be available near the 

house.  

Hachmann's Ornament  
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June 21       Summer Picnic at Sharon Tillieôs - 11:30 am to 2:30 pm  

September 3  The History of Rhododendrons   - ARS Journal Editor, Dr. Glen Jamieson 

October 1    Propagating Rhododendrons- Lloyd Gilmore, Victoria Rhodo Society 

November 5   All About Irises ï Ted Baker, President BC Iris Society 

December 6   Saturday   1 pm     Christmas Party   

January 2015  No meeting  

February 4   Education Event ï members day 

March 4      TBA/2014 CVRS  Tour of California/Oregon Gardens-presentation 

April 16     Joint meeting Juan De Fuca ARS Chapter ï 1 pm Port Angeles -overnight trip 

May 2      Cowichan Valley Garden Fair 10 am to 2 pm 

May 5     Tuesday - May meeting 7:30 pmïfrom France - Marc Columbe - author and 

       Rhodo expert ï Open to Public in local venue 

 

May 6-10    2015 ARS Convention Sydney BC  

May   13- 22   Tentative dates for CVRS 2015 Bus Tour ïSW Great Britain Rhodo Gardens 

June 20     Summer Picnic and Wrap Up 11:30 am to 2:30 pm ï Members Garden  

All  regular meetings are held on the First Wednesday of the Month unless shown otherwise 

above. 

Next Yearôs  
Program Unveiled 
Your executive have been working 

hard to lay out a great program starting 

this fall for the next year.  We have 

plans for some new meetings and one 

external meeting next April. If you have 

any comments on our plans please 

contact Sandra. 

The worldôs largest living plants ï Coastal Redwoods ï Lady 
Bird Johnson Grove ï Orick Ca. 
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2014 Cowichan Valley 
Garden Fair a Big Success 
A lineup of more than 150 eager and early bird plant 

customers enjoying complementary coffee and 

donuts welcomed this yearôs buyers to the ever 

expanding Cowichan Valley Garden Fair on Saturday 

May 3. There was an estimated 950 customers this 

year at the Cowichan Exhibition Mellor Hall, a popular 

venue.  There were 12 growers and plant vendors 

this year and they mostly sold out within the first two 

hours of the sale. More than 1220 plants worth 

$14,500 were checked out through the CVRS 

cashiers during the sale.  

There were another 18 vendors/groups with booths 

in the fair featuring products ranging from irrigation 

installation to soil amendments, compost, garden 

equipment and gardening books.  Non- profits 

included the Bonsai Society, the Cowichan Land 

Trust, Cowichan Naturalists as well as the CV 

Garden Club.  As always Lee Valley products got 

lots of attention and we welcomed two gold sponsors 

ï Home Hardware and Highway Rentals/Stihl 

Garden Products.   

 This year CVRS members contributed many plants 

for the club table and more than 200 items were sold 

raising almost $550 for the club.  For the first time 

the Victoria Rhodo Society brought their plants to our 

sale and sold out with net sales of $1070 for their 113 

plants.   

There was great news at the Members table where we 

signed up 11 new members for the Club-one of the 

biggest recruitments ever for the CVRS.  We look 

forward to their contributions and fresh ideas for the 

club.   

More than 70% of the CVRS members were in 

attendance for the 4 hour event and its success is 

closely tied to all the volunteer help.  Net income from 

 

All About Pots Vendor 

The Cash Out  Exit Crew ï Sandra and Lorraine   

CVRS Plant Sale Table 
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the sale was $1800 to the Club.  Overall growers and 

vendors were very happy with their sales results which 

were enhanced by the loan of grocery carts from 

Thriftyôs for the sale which is one of the Islandôs 

biggest.   

A big thanks to Bernie Dinter and the Nurseryland 

buying group for their generous donation of 100 -   50 

litre bags of Fish Soil, a new garden product that was 

given to the first 100 customers at the sale. 100   2x2 

new sale signs were purchased and used for the first 

time this year throughout the Cowichan Valley -thanks 

as well to Don Loewen for his healthy donation 

towards the purchase of these reusable signs.  

Next yearôs Garden Fair will be on Saturday May 2 at the Cowichan Exhibition.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As Usual Dinter Nursery Had the Best  

Looking Plant Display at the Garden Fair  

 

 

The Backroom Counting Crew ï Verna and Marie  

Past President Ian Efford with the donated  
Nurseryland Fish Soil for Early bird Customers 



 

Cowichan Valley Rhododendron Society 7 May/June 2014 

  

Noyo ARS Chapter  

Real Pros When it Comes to their Truss and Flower Show in Fort Bragg 

CVRS members attended the Noyo ARS Chapter 

truss and flower show on May 9 in Fort Bragg 

California during this yearôs USA garden tour.  Our 

club was invited to provide several judges to assist in 

the review of more than 975 entries to the largest 

truss show in California.   

The popular show was in a huge tent at the 

Mendocino Botanical Gardens where a team of 15 

judges from the Noyo and other nearby ARS chapters 

spent the afternoon carefully assessing this yearôs 

entries, slightly down from the record 1200 last year. 

The chapter also conducted a plant sale at the show 

which made about $1900 to help defray the show 

costs.  

 

 

The Best Noya chief was noted. Peopleôs 

Choice Award went to Noyo Star and the 

Best Lavender rhodo was Arthur Bedford. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Best in Show was R. maddenii  
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The Best Yakushimanum Hybrid Truss went to 

Winning Colours and the best small rhodo went to R. 

minus. 

The best pink rhodo was awarded to Anna Rose 

Whitney. 

 

 

Dick Jones with the Noyo Chapter is the organiser 

for the Show as well as the clubs newsletter 

editor.  He commented ñwe had a very good 

number of entries this year and judging was 

challenging as usual.  We appreciated having 

judging help from our Canadian friends.ò 

 

http://www.hirsutum.info/rhododendron/species/detail.php?id=633&start=M&show=partial
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Noyo Chapter Show 
Winners 
Class 1, Noyo Chief: Noyo Chief 

Class 2, White: Gomer Waterer 

Class 3, White with a Blotch: Lady de 

Rothschild, Mrs Tom Agnew 

Class 4: Picotee: Point Defiance 

Class 5: Cream/Yellow:  Horizon Monarch 

Class 6, Apricot/Peach: Satsop Sunrise 

Class 7, Pink with a Blotch: Janet Blair 

Class 8, Light Pink: Faggetterôs Favorite 

Class 9, Medium Pink: Van 

Class 10, Deep Pink: Red Walloper, Anna 

Rose Whitney 

Class 11, Lavender: Fastuosum Flore 

Pleno, A. Bedford 

Class 12, Purple: Anah Krushke, Purple 

Splendour, Red Eye, Royal Purple 

Class 13, Orange: Toroiseshell Wonder 

Class 14, Scarlet/Orange-Red: Dadôs 

Indian Summer 

Class 15, Bright Red: The Honorable Jean Marie 

de Montague, Radium 

Class 16, Blood Red: Black Widow 

Class 17, Blue Red:  Kathy Jo, Black Sport 

Class 51, Fragrant Rhododendron: 
fragrantissimum 

 


