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Presidentôs Message  
On Sunday, April 22nd, the Greig Species Garden at Milner Gardens 

will open at 1:00 PM. Eventually it will be home to 250 Rhododen-

dron species representing many different sections of the Genus. 

While not fully complete, it is the firm first step to a very special gar-

den, and the result of tireless hard work of volunteers. 

Why is a species garden important? Many Rhododendron species 

are under great pressure of extinction due to development, farming, 

or the need for firewood. The survival of many threatened species 

has been due to cultivated gardens thousands of miles from their 
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home. While not all plants in this garden are threat-

ened, it is still an important collection and addition to 

our knowledge of Rhododendrons. 

One of the important aspects of maintaining a col-

lection such as this is accurate labeling and identifi-

cation of the collection.  A history of the origin of a 

particular plant will look into the plantôs 

ñProvenanceò, asking not only the general infor-

mation such as geographic origin, but the specifics: 

Where was the seed collected? Who grew it on? All 

of this information is of use to botanists studying a 

certain genus or species, and may be used in terms 

of understanding disease resistance, and for finding 

members of a species that can tolerate colder con-

ditions. In that case, knowing the altitude at which 

the plant was collected would give some indication 

as to its cold tolerance. 

So we on Vancouver Island are lucky to have such 

a resource so close to us. When we look at the 

blooms of these plants, it is not just the beauty of 

the flower, but also the value of that plant over the 

centuries, the work of the plant hunters who discov-

ered them and brought them into cultivation, and the 

potential for scientific work and discoveries. Plants 

from China and the Far East, denizens of the wild 

Himalayas, the alpine Rhododendrons of Europe, 

and our own native rhododendrons are all available 

to us in one beautiful garden. 

Barrie Agar, President 

Bill McMillan is a Geologist by training, but was always enthusiastic 

about plants he encountered during his work in the field, and decided 

to focus on rhododendrons when he retired.  

He has been curator of the Horticultural Centre of the Pacific Rhododendron and Hosta Garden since about 

2000. His interests expanded into rock and alpine plants after two trips to China, with Steve Hootman of the 

Rhododendron Species Foundation, to look at alpine plants with a focus on rhododendrons. 

Bill was in charge of the Victoria Rhododendron Society Show and Sale for five years, Registrar of the 

American Rhododendron Society convention in Victoria in 2006, and Co-chair of Garden Tours for the ARS 

Convention in Victoria in 2016. Bill is also a past President of the Victoria Rhododendron Society. 

Furthermore, Bill is a propagator and grows rhododendrons from seeds and cuttings. 

Bill has given presentations on basic rhododendron culture to many garden clubs, Master Gardenersô 

classes, and the HCP College students. Modestly, Bill describes himself as an enthusiast, rather than an 

expert. 

His talk on Wednesday, April 4th, features highlights of five gardens in Victoria that are 'must sees' - Finnerty 

Gardens at University of Victoria, the Gardens at Horticultural Centre of the Pacific, Royal Roads Gardens, 

Abkhazi Garden, and the little-known Playfair Park Garden. 

GUEST SPEAKER ï APRIL 4, 2018 

SPECTACULAR óMUST-SEEô GARDENS of 
VICTORIA  

BILL MCMILLAN  
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That there are many passionate gardeners on 

Vancouver Island is at no time more evident 

than at local seed and plant sales. Judging from 

the yawns and the take out coffee mugs, local 

club sales and specialty garden sales bring 

more than just early birds out to line up well be-

fore doors swing open.  

And the atmosphere is jovial and friendly! The 

front-page photo of the smiling faces in of The 

Citizen this week is evidence of that noteworthy 

spirit. To make these days so successful, or-

ganizers are innovative and clearly hardworking 

as they plan and setup for their events. One 

popular innovation at the Spring Heather Sale 

was the starter kit that organizers had assem-

bled for gardeners who might be new to grow-

ing heathers.  

At the Cobble Hill Seedy Saturday, a large and 

very well organized event, Bill Dumont ensured 

that the CVRS was represented and that the 

upcoming April 28th Annual Cowichan Valley 

Garden Fair was promoted.  

And who more appropriate to have ñwomanedò 

that table but our own very special original 

founding member, Mary Gale? Yes, she volun-

teered to do this for us! What energy this lovely 

woman from ñNever-Never Landò exudes! Okay, 

why ñNever Never Landò? Well, according to 

Mary, she is not worthy of the Profile space in 

our newsletter. Every time, monthly, in fact, 

when I approach her she shoos me away with, 

ñNever, itôs never going to happen---go 

away!ò Well one day, this has to change, but 

for now, ñThank you Mary!ò 

We all have an opportunity to share in these 

uplifting events. If you have not yet signed up to 

volunteer in some capacity on Friday evening, 

April 27th or at the CVRS Cowichan Valley Gar-

den Fair, Saturday, April 28th, 

please consider doing so. My 

own experience has been that 

although I am tucked away in the 

Accounting Booth at the fair, the 

spirit of camaraderie, friendship, 

and appreciation that flows freely 

through the huge Mellor Hall, fills 

that crowded small space as 

well.  

Come and absorb some of that 

spirit and experience why volun-

teers are happy people! 

See you soon, 

Verna Buhler 

Letter from the Editor 
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Beloved 
Agapetes means ñbelovedò.  

Agapetes is a semi-climbing shrub genus native to the 
Himalayas, grown as an ornamental for its attractive pendulous 
branches of tubular flowers blooming over a long period. It is 
mostly grown in climates from cool temperate to sub-tropical.  

Scientific name: Agapetes 

Higher classification: Ericaceae 

Rank: Genus 

Description by: Rhododendron Species Botanical Garden 

A rhododendron relative with small rounded, glossy and deep green leaves arranged along long arching stems. 
Deep yellow, urn-shaped flowers hang in clusters from late winter through mid-spring. Requires excellent 
drainage and makes a great display in a moss-lined hanging basket. A fantastic plant with an incredibly long 
season of bloom ï the calyces may be outlined in bright red. 
 

In Ian Effordôs Greenhouse Garden 

Agapetes x Vaccinium currently 
blooming beautifully in Ian 
Effordôs greenhouse 
 
Photo: Ian Efford 

Agapetes smithiana currently blooming 
enthusiastically in Ian Effordôs greenhouse    
 
Photo: Ian Efford 

Agapetes although purchased from RSBG at 
the same time as Ianôs Agapetes, is not 
blooming merrily in Vernaôs greenhouse. 
Could it be a beautiful red? No, apparently it 
is going to be white.   
 
Photo: Verna Buhler 

https://www.google.ca/search?client=safari&rls=en&dcr=0&q=agapetes+scientific+name&stick=H4sIAAAAAAAAAOPgE-LSz9U3sEzPMDcw17LPTrbST8rMz8lPr9TPL0pPzMsszo1PzkksLs5My0xOLMnMz7MqTs5MzSsB8RXyEnNTFRLzUhRyU4FK89IBP_7t4U8AAAA&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwjX-NT0vYDaAhUP62MKHUFHBm4Q
https://www.google.ca/search?client=safari&rls=en&dcr=0&q=agapetes+higher+classification&stick=H4sIAAAAAAAAAOPgE-LSz9U3sEzPMDcw17LMTrbST8rMz8lPr9TPL0pPzMsszo1PzkksLs5My0xOLMnMz7PKyEzPSC1SQBUFAHjUTctJAAAA&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwjX-NT0vYDaAhUP62MKHUFHBm4Q6BMIswEoADAV
https://www.google.ca/search?client=safari&rls=en&dcr=0&q=Ericaceae&stick=H4sIAAAAAAAAAOPgE-LSz9U3sEzPMDcwV-IAsY1yyo21LLOTrfSTMvNz8tMr9fOL0hPzMotz45NzEouLM9MykxNLMvPzrDIy0zNSixRQRQExkDAWUwAAAA&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwjX-NT0vYDaAhUP62MKHUFHBm4QmxMItAEoATAV
https://www.google.ca/search?client=safari&rls=en&dcr=0&q=agapetes+rank&stick=H4sIAAAAAAAAAOPgE-LSz9U3sEzPMDcw19LITrbST8rMz8lPr9TPL0pPzMsszo1PzkksLs5My0xOLMnMz7MqSszLBgBjTat8OAAAAA&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwjX-NT0vYDaAhUP62MKHUFHBm4Q6BMItwEoADAW
https://plantlust.com/nurseries/rhododendron-species-botanical-garden
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COWICHAN VALLEY 
GARDEN FAIR 

APRIL 28, 2018 

VOLUNTEERS REQUIRED 

As the Garden Fair approaches, we are making another call for volunteers. The photo shows how popular 

and busy this event is each year, so many hands help! 

If you are new to the club, this event is a great way to meet people and have fun!  

At the moment we are particularly looking for people to assist with the cashiers. If you are not sure as to 

where your talents lie, we also have a category called ñfloatersò.  We can always find a job for someone, 

whether it is keeping the cash line moving, retrieving carts and wagons, answering questions, or perhaps a 

job we havenôt thought of yet, but you would be the ideal candidate to fill it.  

We welcome all!  Please sign up at the next meeting, Wednesday, April 4th. 

 

YOUR EXTRA PLANT 

DIVISIONS ARE ALSO 

MOST WELCOME! 

Thank you for bringing these 

to the Fairgrounds as early 

as you can. Volunteers will 

be setting up on Friday 

evening as well, if you 

would prefer to avoid the 

Saturday rush. 
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Vancouver Island University's Milner Gardens & Woodland along with the 
five District 1 Island Chapters of the American Rhododendron Society 
will be officially opening the new Greig Rhododendron Species Garden 
at Milner Gardens & Woodland on Sunday, April 22nd at 1:00 pm. 

This new addition to Milner Gardens & Woodland has been many years in the making and we are looking 

forward to welcoming our members and guests into this new space.   

The Greig Rhododendron Species Garden is a long-term project that will take years to fully complete. 

However it is already a place of beauty and interest that deserves to be thoroughly enjoyed, starting this 

spring. 

Opportunity to be a supporter 

Through the planning and construction, the support of both 

donors and volunteers has made the Greig Rhododendron 

Species Garden possible.  Even though the gardens will 

soon be opened for all to enjoy, there is nevertheless more 

work to be done to build the collection of species 

Rhododendrons to its full complement of 250 

specimens.  Companion plants and benches need to be 

added, and an interpretive system of onsite signage and 

web based information is planned. 

There is, thus, still time to be a supporter of the Greig 

Rhododendron Species Garden and to help see it grow to 

its full potential.  Contributions of $100 or more will be 

recognized at the Welcome & Interpretive Centre's display 

panel, as well as a dedicated thank-you web page 

acknowledging the contributions of those who have helped 

develop the species garden. 

Official Opening of the 
Greig Rhododendron  
Species Garden 

Sunday, April 22nd 
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Please click on the following link to make a donation in support of the Greig Rhododendron Species 

Garden today. Simply identify Milner Gardens in the drop down list under Designation, and write Greig 

Rhododendron Species Garden in the comment section: https://giving.viu.ca/ 

Donor benches within the garden are available with funds going to support the project.   Please contact the 

Milner Gardens & Woodland Executive Director for more information about this type of 

contribution: Geoff.ball@viu.ca or 250-752-8573 x222. 

History of the Greig Rhododendron 
Species Garden 

Initial discussions of a Rhododendron Species 

Garden at Milner Gardens & Woodland began back 

in 1998.  Although far too early in the evolution of 

Milner Gardens to begin such a project, the idea 

carried on.  In 2014, with support and guidance 

from the five District 1 Island Chapters of the 

American Rhododendron Society, the planning 

process began in earnest.   

The goal of the proposed garden would be to 

highlight the tremendous diversity found within the genus-Rhododendron, including some of the unique 

and rare species that are threatened in the wild, and representative species from key regions where they 

are found naturally, and in some cases, are endangered.  As most of the historic rhododendrons at Milner 

Gardens & Woodland are hybrids, the species garden would also highlight many of the parent species of 

these historic rhododendrons. 

After the initial planning phase, Jim Cadwaladr, 

founding director of Milner Gardens & Woodland and 

retired landscape architect, volunteered to create 

landscape designs for the new garden.  With the 

landscape plans in place, the next step was to clear the 

existing second growth trees.  As a result of this 

clearing, a layer of history was uncovered, showing that 

First Nations Peoples had used the site many centuries 

before.  To properly assess this discovery, construction 

was temporarily halted until an archaeological inventory 

of the area was completed. 

 After the site assessment was completed, construction began again.  Throughout 2017, Milner Gardens 

and Rhododendron Society volunteers, students, and staff worked hard to prepare the space to properly 

house the intended collection of species Rhododendrons.  The first section of fence was built and 600 

yards of specially mixed soil was spread. 

https://giving.viu.ca/
mailto:Geoff.ball@viu.ca
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 In June 2017 the first rhododendrons were planted and 

lovingly tended by volunteers through a very hot and dry 

summer.  The next influx began early in the fall, initially 

with volunteers applying a thick layer of mulch, followed 

by the delivery of 14 large specimens that were carefully 

transported by crane truck, thanks to Windsor 

Plywood.                 

The work through the early part of this year has carried 

on at a rapid pace with the completion of the fence, 

more mulching, stonework, and planting of specimen 

trees. 

The Greig Rhododendron Species Garden was named 

after the Greig family, in recognition of Mary and Ted Greig's significant contribution to horticulture, as well 

as their role in the development of the original heritage rhododendron collection at Milner Garden.  

We look forward to the continued development and growth of the Greig Rhododendron Species 
Garden. It is a wonderful example of what can be achieved when we work together to build 
something special for today and for future generations.  

CAR-POOLING OPPORTUNITY  

To travel to the Greig Rhododendron Species Garden Official Opening with fellow members, 
please discuss and sign up for a shared ride at the CVRS Meeting, Wednesday, April 4, 2018.  

Point Roberts Garden Tour XV 

July 15, 2018; 10am to 4pm 

The Point Roberts (WA) Garden Club holds its acclaimed garden 

tour every other year. This year is number XV! 

We would love to invite you and your members to visit the eight unique properties on this year's 

tour. This self-guided tour of eight wonderful gardens includes a map and a stop for afternoon tea with 

music. 

Cost: $20 per person 

Note: Enhanced Driver's License or Passport is required to cross the border. More info: 

info@pointrobertsgardenclub.org 

Jennifer Urquhart, tƻƛƴǘ wƻōŜǊǘǎ DŀǊŘŜƴ /ƭǳō 

mailto:info@pointrobertsgardenclub.org
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GARDENS OF 
FRANCE PART III of 
AN EUROPEAN 
ADVENTURE 

Photos and Text by Sandra Stevenson 

Sericourt Gardens 

Sericourt Gardens, is a four-hectare garden near the city of Arras, in Northern France. The garden was 

developed by a Landscape Architect and Nurseryman, Yves Gosse de Gorre, in the mid eighties. He 

was unable to obtain plants he desired for his garden designs, hence the inspiration for his own nursery. 

This world class garden grew out of the excess in plants from his nursery.   

 

In keeping with the local history, the 

common theme of the First World War links 

many of the gardens. In the Warrior Garden, 

armies of Chamaecyparis blend the 

boundaries of the formal garden with the 

forest. After being greeted by a row of 

corrugated metal soldiers the poppy lined 

pathways direct guests towards the sculpted 

masks inspired by the Easter Island warrior 

masks.  
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After moving through a few more garden rooms and around a 

corner, we find ourselves navigating huge craters caused by 

bombs during WWI. These permanent changes to the 

landscape have been incorporated into the garden design. 

As we leave the warrior themed gardens we notice oil 

paintings situated among the plantings. The concept of 

paintings displayed in the gardens adds a new level of 

complexity to the art. It is difficult to determine the actual 

painted image form the constantly changing shadows cast by 

the plants and nature framing the works of art. The contrast in 

plantings and design continued to provide a surprise around 

every corner.  

 

 

 

From experimenting with light and shade in the 

garden rooms to providing seats tempting one to 

sit for cocktails, the majestic cathedral of roses 

ready to burst into bloom provided a sense of 

royalty.  

The topiary garden gave definition to the 

many varieties of crisply sculpted Buxus, 

while displaying the numerous shades of 

green was a feast for the eyes. 

The designer of this award-winning garden has 

created an environment to stir emotion and 

create surprises to delight at every turn.  


