
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

  

Message from the President 
 
 

February simply melted away for me! And thatôs alright. 
 
There is evidence everywhere that Spring is emerging ï 
bowing white blooms of Galanthus representing purity and 
innocence, and for their early determined appearance, hope. 
What is more uplifting than a carpet of white under bare 
winter trees or drifts of white lace against dark 
rhododendrons?  Perhaps nothing. For some, the sunny 
faces of Eranthis hyemalis, Winter Aconites, satisfy the 
longing for sunshine to shady gardens. In my garden, the 
pink Primula polyantha that the Propagating Club salvaged 
from a Mill Bay garden last spring rewards with its colour. 
And the Helebores brighten my spirits every day as more 
and more lift their faces to the sun. 
 
In this issue, you will find the 
third of a three-part series of 
articles focusing on Storeys in 
Garden Design. Adding to that, 
is Carrie Nelsonôs óCompanion 
Plants for Marchô in which she 
describes the many beautiful 
ground covers that star before  
rhododendrons claim the stage. . . 
 

Continued on Page 2  
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in April and May. Gardeners may wish they had larger properties to display this array of 
possibilities. 
 
As I was reading several of the newsletters that I received from the various chapters of the 
American Rhododendron Society, I was stopped by a question and link in the Rhododendron 
News, Portland Chapter: ñDo you know about the Royal Horticultural Societyôs Award of 
Garden Merit?ò I know that I have often mentioned that special rhododendrons and other 
companion plants have been awarded the RHS AGM. This also reminded that I had to research 
the acronym to determine what it meant. Along with an explanation of the RHS Award of 
Garden Merit, you will find a condensed list of hybrid rhododendrons that have won the award 
and that you should be able to find and purchase on Vancouver Island. Some are readily 
available at nurseries and others may only be spotted at special plant sales.  
 
You will find notices of a nice assortment of upcoming plant sales in this issue. At these sales 
you are sure to find many of the plants perfect for creating your personal versions of the layers 
of three-storey garden design. Does it seem too early for plant sale notices? 
 
Letôs admit it; most of us have already been experiencing some seasonal effects of the 
upcoming Vernal Equinox, that time when the day and night are of equal length.  

 

Itôs spring fever. 

That is what the name of it i s. 

And when youôve got it, 

you want ðoh, you donôt quite know  

what it is you do want,  

but it just fairly makes your heart ache,  

you want it so!  
 

-- Tom Sawyer, Detective, by Mark Twain,  
American humourist (1835 -1910) 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Just enjoy it!  

           Verna  
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Touring Switzerland and Austria would delight anyone; however, touring on a bicycle is so much 
better.  Anne and Ian did just that; a five week trip provided a wondrous array of forest and lakeside trails, 
wildflowers, panoramic views, river paths winding ahead and constant interruptions for "Photo Stop - 
another wildflower". 
 
Ian Duncan is a retired kitchen and custom furniture designer who now enjoys woodworking, from crafting 
small pieces such as wooden butter knives to falling and milling his own lumber to build timber frame 
structures the old way, without metal fasteners. Anne Allen is a retired medical lab tech who enjoys 
gardening along with flower and wildlife photography. 
 
We have been members of the Victoria Chapter since about 1990.  Ian is on the board of VicRS and is a 
volunteer in the rhododendron garden at the Horticulture Centre of the Pacific (HCP). 
We live on a wooded 10 acres in Saanich, with about 500 rhododendrons, Japanese maples, magnolias, 
and vegetable garden, all within about three acres of dear proof fencing. Anne is the plantsperson; Ian 
digs holes, makes stone walls, trails and structures. 
 
Pre-COVID we enjoyed bicycle centric holidays in Europe: The Netherlands, Denmark, France, Belgium, 
Germany, and the South Island of New Zealand.  Closer to the home front we have had wheels on the 
ground in almost every province. 

 

CVRS GUEST SPEAKERS
 

 

Wildflowers of Switzerland and Austria by Bike   
 

March 2, 2022 7pm  
 

Anne and Ian above Penticton, on Day 7 of a 9-Day 
Bike Tour of the 650 km. Kettle Valley Rail Trail 
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Greig Rhododendron Species Garden 
 

At Milner Gardens and Woodland  
milnergardens.viu.ca   

 

Advisory Board Meeting - February 2022  
Report by Verna Buhler 

 
Geoff Ball  reported that, for the past two years, Milner Gardens and Woodland was affected by 
the same COVID protocols and shutdowns as most other organizations. It operated with 
minimal Staff, who were stretched to perform a medley of unfamiliar tasks, and volunteers were 
unable to assist. Programs and admissions were cut, causing large financial deficits. A Ministry 
of Tourism Grant helped to create a better fiscal situation in 2021, and the financial situation is 
now stable. 
 
John Deniseger  reported on the Greig Rhododendron Species Garden plants and the ongoing 
projects. Trees, rhododendrons and companion plants have grown tremendously over three 
years and the donations of large rhododendron species from Art and Susan Lightburn helped to 
create a garden, in Phase 1, that appears more established than its actual age. Currently. . . 
 

¶ Some trees outside the fenced area are dying, and others must be planted soon to 
ensure the garden is not over-exposed to sun. 

¶ MARS is installing a 35 x 40 foot shade house in an adjacent meadow area which will be 
used to grow-on the rhododendrons propagated by local clubs. 

 
Phase 2  requires an injection of more funds, although some ARS Grant money remains: 

¶ Expansion of the species garden, down a slope to the ocean, designated for large-leaf 
species rhododendrons. Views of the garden would be from above and below. 

¶ Education and Interpretive Programs ï development of accessible Data Bases 

¶ Marketing on various levels 
 
 

 
 

 

Anniversary Open House  
 

Special Event  for  ARS Members  
 

April 26, 2022 1 ï 3pm 
 

Special visit to the garden which 
officially open on April 27, 2018  

 

Contact the CVRS Executive  
 if interested in group travel  

 

cowichanvalleyrhododendronsociety@gmail.com  

 
 

milnergardens.viu.ca
http://cowichanvalleyrhododendronsociety@gmail.com/
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Rhododendrons with RHS Award of Garden Merit  

 

The Royal Horticultural Society Award of Garden Merit  
 

There are approximately 7500 plants of all kinds that have been selected to 

receive the RHS Award of Garden Merit. This is of more than 75,000 

plants available on the RHS Plant Finder List 

 

 

 

 

 
 

You may be familiar with the AGM logo. A cup symbol on a plantôs label shows that it has 
earned the AGM ï it's the Royal Horticultural Societyôs seal of approval that the plant 
performs reliably in the garden. 
 

Before awarded, plants generally go through a trial period, often at Wisely Gardens. At other 
times, if the plant cannot go through on site trials, óroundtable assessmentsô are carried out 
at a forum of horticultural experts.  
 

 

Award of Garden Merit plants are:  
 

¶ Excellent for ordinary use in appropriate conditions  

¶ Readily available  

¶ Of good constitution  

¶ Essentially stable in form and colour  

¶ Reasonably resistant to pests and disease  
 

Choosing the best  Rhododendrons for our gardens can be over whelming. To offer 

new gardeners some idea of plants that have met high standards, the RHS has a 

lengthy list of both species and hybrid AGM Winners.  
 

From the complete list of hybrids, I have selected those that I personally know are 

available in our area. Some are readily available where plants are sold; some at 

large nurseries; others at specialty sales offered by Rhododendron propagators 

and growers and at special Rhododendron Plant Sales.  
 

The complete list, including species rhododendrons, can be found at: 
 

RHS AGM rhododendrons  
 

 

 

 

 

Nancy Evans  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_Award_of_Garden_Merit_rhododendrons
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AGM Rhododendron Hybrids 
(including Evergreen and Deciduous Azaleas) 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Alice  
Bashful  
Blewbury   
Blue Danube (E. Azalea) 
Chinese Silver  
 (R. argyophyllum  
 subsp. Nankingen) 
Cilp inense  
Crest  
Cynthia  
Dora Amateis  
Dreamland   
Elizabeth Hobbi  
Elsie Lee (D. Azalea) 
Fabia  
Fagetterôs Favourite 
Fantastica  
Fastuosum Flore Pleno  
Gartendirektor Rieger  
Gibraltor (D. Azalea) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Ginny Gee  
Golden Torch  
Gomer Waterer  
Hachmannôs Marlis 
Hachmannôs Polaris 
Hachmannôs Porzellan 
Hino -crimson (E. Azalea) 
Homebush ( D. Azalea) 
Hydon Dawn  
Klondyke (D. Azalea) 
Koichiro Wada   
 (yakushimanum) 
Lemôs Cameo 
Lemôs Monarch 
Loderi King George  
Loderi Pink Diamond  
Loderôs White 
Lord Roberts  
Markeetaôs Prize 
Motherôs Day (E. Azalea) 
 

 

Mrs A T de la Mare  
Mrs Furnival  
Mrs T H Lowinsky  
Myrtilloides Group  
 (R. camplogynum) 
Nancy Evans  
Patty Bee  
Percy Wiseman  
Ramapo  
Razorbill  
Rock Rose  
 (R. racemosum) 
Strawberry Ice  
 (D. Azalea) 
The Honourable Jean 
Marie de Montague  
Tortoiseshell Wonder  
Vulcan  
Vuykôs Scarlet  
 (E. Azalea) 
Yaku Fairy (R. keiskei var 
 osawae) 
 

Klondyke  

Dora Amat eis 
Percy Wiseman  

Fastuosum  Flore  Pleno  

Lemôs Monarch 

Ginny Gee  
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Companion Plants of the Month  

 

For over a year, we have been enjoying the Companion Plant of the Month  articles 

submitted by one of the most knowledgeable plants women in our rhododendron 

club, Ali Morris. We are so grateful for the many unique plants introduced to our 

gardens by Ali.  
 

Recently, Ali suggested that it was time to take a break. Before I cou ld protest 

and plead with her, she assured me , in her ever reliable fashion, she had 

convinced Carrie Nelson to bring a new voice to the newsletter.  
 

Thank you so much for your faithful contributions, Ali.  
 

Ali has left us in good hands. Welcome Carrie!  
 

Along with her first article, Carrie sent some photos and an enthusiastic message:  

 

 
 

ñI was ecstatic when I saw Rhododendron moupinense  in bloom 

this afternoon  and not frozen. I moved it last spring to a sheltered 

spot after the blooms froze last year.ò 

        Carrie  
 


