
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Message from the President 
 

Hi Friends, 
 

Thank-you, first of all, for renewing your memberships with the 
Cowichan Valley Rhododendron Society for the upcoming 
season of 2021 to 2022. We do hope to be able to provide 
stimulating experiences throughout this year.  
 

Two opportunities have just passed; a number of you treated 
yourselves to a visit Carrie and Rick Nelson’s property on an 
October Saturday. Some of you joined fellow members on a 
lovely Tuesday outing to Victoria with visits to the Finnerty 
Gardens and Royal Roads Gardens during their spectacular fall 
displays. 
 

Both of these gardens 
render guests speechless 
in spring when the 
extensive collections of 
rhododendrons become 
tumbled rainbows. 
However, fall is the 
season when other trees 
and plants slip onto centre 
stage to awe with their 
renditions of beauty.  
 

We gathered at Carrie and Rick Nelson’s to recharge our love 
for garden masterpieces in autumn. Of course, we received 
more than expected; creative terraces of trees and shrubs, 
artistic combinations of texture and colour, pathways between 
unique plantings, steps built of gathered rocks, labelled plants,  
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President’s Message (continued) 
 

knowledgeable explanations, cuttings for propagation, fine hospitality with hot coffee and 
snacks, and peace and tranquility that grounded us – a break from concerns, hustle and 
Saturday demands. Thank-you, Carrie and Rick, for inviting us to your gardens. 
 

In this issue, we have the pleasure of reading Mary’s fall tour report, and then an article and a 
book review from two other first time contributors to the newsletter. Thanks to Barrie’s request, 
Heidi Grant from Coastal Invasive Species submitted an informative piece about one of 
Vancouver Island’s most invasive plants, Knotweeds. It’s a reminder to learn about a plant 
before we buy it because of its attractive features. 
 

Catrona Dalley enjoyed reading In Veronica’s Garden, a fascinating book from the CVRS 
Library, and has written her thoughts about her experience while immersed in this book. 
Fireside chairs are beginning to invite us, and the CVRS Library holds learning opportunities 
and lovely excursions to divert us from those rainy day tasks. 
 

We are beginning to formulate exciting plans for our Spring Plant Sale. The venue promises to 
be simply perfect and we are planning to create a sale that gardeners will find irresistible. We 
can all contribute to such a “greening” event. This current trend of transforming living 
environments into more environmentally friendly versions is something most gardeners have 
held close to their hearts for many years.  
 

Two issues that are unsettling, of course, are global warming and climate change, and water 
pollution and ocean acidification. Both seem too immense in scope and any remediation efforts 
on our parts seem miniscule. Although we do understand that millions of individuals’ small 
choices create essential longer-term differences, we would that our actions offered more 
immediate returns.   
 

However, in another major area of concern, the loss of biodiversity, gardeners hold vital 
power to mitigate concerns immediately. We enable diversity in neighbourhood gardens by 
setting aside some divisions from several of our favourite plants and making them available for 
sale in our communities. At our sales, we also have opportunities to teach how plant diversity 
and each plant’s special qualities enable healthy, vigorous environments. When we each bring 
just a few of our special plants, we collectively set up enticing options for our guests to 
purchase and establish a reputation for offering a wide variety of rare and unusual plants for 
our valley’s gardens. Biodiversity. 
 

It is also a perfect time to 
wander along trails in our 
forests to enjoy falling 
leaves and pause, as 
Mary did, to photograph 
the ephemerals that 
appear to delight us one 
morning but disappear by 
our next visit. 
  

Enjoy, 
 
 Verna Buhler 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Dramatic Turbinellus floccosus, or 
Shaggy Chanterelles, can grow 12 
inches in height   Photo: Mary Pike 
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Climate Change -- Greening!! 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We know that step number one is to decrease our carbon dioxide output. 

But what about the damage that’s already been done? 

The best way we know to combat CO2 emissions is by planting trees and other plants; they 
naturally take in carbon dioxide and turn it back to clean, breathable oxygen. They do this by 
converting it into wood or other plant matter. So, the more plants, the better. Yes, very true. And 
selecting trees and plants that are better at CO2 conversion than others make sense as well. 

Consider choosing species that are fast-growing, long-lived, and low maintenance. This means 
they’ll store carbon dioxide more efficiently and continue growing and thriving even if you move 
away and are no longer there to care for them. 

Consider a plant’s space needs at maturity as well as its ability to thrive in the soil and climate of 
the area. Consider planting shade trees in a way that will help you lower your cooling costs in 
the summer by shading the hottest portion of your home. Try to avoid trees that will need 
artificial fertilizers or pesticides.  

Densely populated places like cities and many suburbs, tropical regions, and areas that have 
been clear cut need this CO2 storage option most. But really, anywhere you can plant a tree 
where it will thrive is good.  

Greening: Planting a few plants and trees really can make a difference!  

If we involve our communities and join together with others to add more and more green 
to our world, a grass-roots movement can really make a big impact! 

For more information, research greening 

 

 

 

 

If the very term “climate 
change” doesn’t make 
us shiver, we’re 
probably not paying 
enough attention. 

We’ve been pumping a 
lot of CO2 into our 
atmosphere; the results 
are only beginning to 
show. 

What can we do today 
to make a difference? 
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Magical Autumn Canvases 
More Benefits of “Greening” Practices – Garden Tours 

 

 
 

   
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

        

       
 

The fall tour through her garden 
evoked pause in guests, and 
wonderment for both Nature’s 
diversity and the designer’s artistic 
eye in selections for her living 
canvases                Photos: Verna Buhler 

 

 

Thank-you Carrie and Rick! 
“There are tools for taking cuttings right here. . .” 

This garden designer’s masterpiece was created by Carrie Nelson’s knowledge of special 
plant features such as size, structure, habit, and colour.  
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Magical Autumn Canvases 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fall Garden Tour  
 

Finnerty Gardens and Hatley Park Gardens 

  October 19, 2021        by Mary Pike  

 

Thanks to Barrie Agar’s initiative, those of us who 
signed on to visit both the Finnerty Gardens at the 
University of Victoria and the gardens at Royal Roads 
University, known as Hatley Park Gardens, were in for 
a treat that far exceeded our expectations. 

Finnerty Gardens at the University of Victoria date back 
to 1974 when the University received the gift of an 
estate in Cowichan Lake from Mrs. Jeanne Buchanan 
Simpson. She and her husband had built up a valuable 
collection of rhododendron species from the 1920’s. 
The university accepted the challenging task of finding 
the right location for these valuable plants and nurturing 
them back to glory. The collection now includes more 
than 200 rhododendron species and azaleas, plus 
many hybrids, most of early origin. They are located on 
a 6.5-acre site in the SW corner of the campus along 
with numerous companion plants.   

 
 

mopheads. I noted a couple 
of large metasequoias; 
several trees had roses 
growing up the trunk; a bank 
of bamboos sheltered a pond 
with vivid foliage on the other 
side. 

 
 

The winding paths held a surprise at every turn; the 
hydrangea corner was still showing some colourful 
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The gardens at Royal Roads were a contrast in many 
ways. Gone was the intimacy of trees and shrubs 
shoulder to shoulder; instead, we were met by long 
vistas of ancient trees, towering sentinels above.  
This estate was developed by James Dunsmuir at the 
beginning of the last century and he brought in two 
landscape designers, Brett and Hall from Boston, to 
create a garden in keeping with their status in Victoria 
society.  
 
We enjoyed the various moods as we moved from one 
area to the next. We walked past the massive beeches 
that stake out the castle at each corner, and they 
brought back memories of climbing a familiar beech 
from childhood days! 
 
The view from the terrace overlooks the Esquimalt 
Lagoon and the Straits of San Juan de Fuca and also 
the gardens below. The Italian garden is laid out in a 
symmetrical design with box hedges.  I felt that the 
grasses waving in the breeze at the back of the 
plantings softened the otherwise strictly classical design 
of the garden. 
 

The croquet lawn lies in front of the terrace with its 
magnificent herbaceous border on all sides set off by an 
equally impressive tall green hedge behind. On the 
south-facing side there was an array of tropical plants, 
most of which must be taken in for winter. The huge 
banana tree has to be pruned and wrapped. What an 
amount of labour and vision has gone, and goes, into 
the creation and maintenance of these gardens! 
 
We moved on away from the brightness of the croquet 
lawn to a wooded area of mature trees, and Barrie was 
able to regale us with much of the history of their 
development.  She pointed out a magnolia tree that had 
been planted by Jane Goodall when she visited the 
gardens.  
 
From there we accessed the Japanese garden that had 
been constructed in two parts. The first, the Upper 
Garden, was built in 1910 by Isaburo Kishida, who had 
come from Japan to build a tea garden in the Gorge 
Park area. He soon had commissions from Butchart 
Gardens and from the Dunsmuirs.  
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The Upper Garden features several 
stone-lined streams that flow to the 
lake below. Cherries and azaleas 
imported from Japan nearly a 
century ago still bloom profusely in 
the spring. 
 

 

The Lower Garden was built c 1913-
1917 around a lake fed by natural 
springs. While the history of these 
gardens is interesting, we were 
totally immersed in the beauty of the 
fall foliage, the vivid colours and the 
shapes of the trees from the lowest 
to the tallest, with the backdrop of a 
magnificent weeping beech high 
above us.  
 

Photos upper left clockwise: One of the original 
Acer palmatum ‘Dissectum Atropurpureum’ 
planted in the Japanese Garden; Oxydendron 
arboretum; pond and deciduous foliage in fall 
garden.  Photos below: Acer palmatum dissectum  
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We just had time to visit the heritage rose garden, with roses dating as far back as 1910, and a 
backdrop of a spectacular tree, Koelrueteria paniculata, Golden Rain Tree, laden with seed 
pouches!  
 

“It was hard to pull 

ourselves away from this 

magnetic spot, but we will 

no doubt be back again!” 

  ~ Mary Pike ~ 

Parrotia persica 
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Howard Wills 
of 

 Fernwood Nursery, United Kingdom 
 

The Wonderful World of Flowers 
. 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

“I am a life-long gardening enthusiast 

(plantaholic!) with many years of 

experience of growing a wide range of 

plants. I also run a small nursery 

specializing in Sempervivums and related 

plants. 

I hold Plant Heritage (NCCPG) National 

Collections® of the genera Sempervivum, 

and Jovibarba (Alpine Houseleeks). The 

nursery is managed in an 

environmentally sensitive way. 
 

We have exhibited at all the major Royal Horticultural Society Flower Shows and our 

exhibits have been awarded RHS Gold Medals at Chelsea Flower Show, Hampton Court 

Palace Flower Show, Gardener’s World Live, Tatton Park Flower Show, Malvern Flower 

Show and RHS Wisley Flower Show. 
 

I am also very keen on watching, recording and studying our native fauna and flora.” 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Saturday, November 6, 2021 
12 noon – 2 pm 

 
The colours, shapes, patterns and scents 
of flowers are a wonder to us all, but a 
basic understanding of their biological 
functions can add greatly to their interest. 
 

In this talk, Howard Wills will show 
photographs of a wide range of different 
flowers to illustrate their structure, 

function, and evolutionary relationships. 
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Deciduous Shrubs and Trees 
 

Companion Plants for November 
 

~ Ali Morris ~ 
 

“It has to be Autumn colour” 
 

Deciduous shrubs and trees make great 
companion plants for a Rhododendron 
garden. The brilliant splashes of deciduous 
leaves are dramatically displayed against dark 
foliage of evergreen rhododendrons. 
 

These perfect companions offer dappled 
shade for those hot summer days, and when 
dormant in winter, allow gentle sun rays to 
reach the plants while they need it. 
 

Some of us are relieved when the first rains 
come; our chores change from frantic watering 
to pruning and mulching and – should I dare 
say – more weeding… 
 

Autumn is the time when we need colour to 
provide the interest in our gardens. Here on 
the West Coast, we are blessed to have an 
unlimited selection of plants available. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Some of my faves are the Japanese maples. 
They love the same growing conditions as 
Rhododendron, are easy to grow, and are not 
invasive. Rarely do I find a seedling in my 
garden. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

   

 

Acer plamatum dissectum ‘Seiryu’ in the 
back; Acer palmatum ‘Shishigashira’, green, 
just beginning to turn, below it; and Magnolia 
stellata, yellow, on the left above. 
Photo right: Assorted tree leaves on a Hosta 
leaf.  Photos: Carrie Nelson 
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In addition to having this gorgeous fall colour, 
some Acers also have beautiful bark, like Acer 
griseum, the Paperbark Maple. 
 
Acer shirasawanum ‘Aureum’, the Full Moon 
Maple, is an award winning tree, best placed with 
some afternoon shade. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 

   
 
 

 
Among my garden treasures   
Photos: Ali Morris 

“I can’t think of any Acer japonicum that 

I don’t like. Most of all, I love those many 

shades of gold and orange foliage!” 

Acer japonica ‘Attaryi’ 
Photo: Carrie Nelson 
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Acer pseudosieboldianum, 
the Korean Maple, leads in  
the fireworks display! 

Photos: Carrie Nelson 

“There are other plants and trees I treasure for their autumn colour 

as well.” 
 

 

Dianthus ceridifolius, native to Japan and China, 
is one of the best for fall colour with rich tones of 
burgundy, plum, cranberry and green. 
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 Most of us have seen Euonymus alatus, 
Burning Bush, turn brilliantly red in fall. Often 
missed are the orange berries tucked within the 
foliage. 
 

“Berries are the main attraction for some shrubs in autumn.” 

 

Shape and Colour 
(Top left clockwise) 
 

Acer pensylvanicum 
 

Acer japonicum ‘Acontifolium’ 
 

Ginkgo biloba 
 

Hamamelis x intermedia 
‘Diane’, 
Witch Hazel is a large shrub 
renowned for autumn colour; as a 
bonus it blooms in winter with 
strongly scented flowers 
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Euonymus europaeus, Spindle tree, is a 
favourite of mine. At first glance, while on 
a stroll through a garden in fall, you might 
think this tree is in flower. When the 
salmon coloured berries split open, the 
seeds are golden orbs dangling from 
slender branches.  

Photos: Ali Morris 

Callicarpa bodinieri, 
Beauty Berry, is native 
to China. It has brilliant 
purple berries in fall -- a 
colour almost at odds in 
autumn. However, this 
one is such a rich 
surprise that it deserves 
an oft-visited spot in the 
garden.  

 

Clerodendron trichotomum 
 is a small tree with very fragrant 
flowers in summer. 
 

The display that stuns, however, 
happens in autumn when 
Clerodendron trichotomum reveals its 
unusual knockout seeds 
 
 

“Enjoy this special quiet season,”  

  Ali Morris 
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Rhododendron williamsianum 

Trunk of an old rhododendron on Turtle Island at 
Royal Rhodes University, Victoria 
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ROUND-LEAVED RHODODENDRONS. . . 

 
Rhododendron orbiculare 

 

A Pacific Northwest Plant of the Year (2012) 
 

• Round untypical rhododendron foliage 

• Trusses of hanging, bell-shaped, pink flowers, 
profusely covering the shrub 

• From the forests and rocky slopes of Guangxi and 
Sichuan in China 

• Full sun; leggy in shade 

• May ultimately grow quite tall 

 

Rhododendron thomsonii 
 

• Dark, rounded leaves set it apart from many other 
rhododendrons 

• Upright shrub or small trees whose smooth and 
peeling bark in shades of reddish brown and gray 

• From Northern India, Tibet, and Sikkim  

• Prefers partial sun; can take fair amount of sun; 
prefers shelter from winds, aerated soil 

• Named for Thomas Thomson (1817 – 1878) 

• Featured in CVRS October 2021 newsletter 
 

 

Rhododendron soulei 
 

• Blue-green, roundish, slightly heart-shaped foliage; 
neatly shaped shrub 

• Soft, light pink saucer-shaped flowers 

• Cool location, mix of sun and shade; requires perfect 
drainage, consistent gentle watering 

• From central and southwestern Sichuan 

• Rare; must be grown from seed 
 

 

Rhododendron ‘Cowslip’ 
 

• RHS Award of Merit (2013) 

• Rounded leaves on a compact mound 

• Beautiful bell-shaped, pale primrose-yellow to 
cream, with pinky-red markings flowers in April 

• Sheltered, dappled shade with good drainage 

• Lord Aberconway: williamsianum x wardii (c 1930) 
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ROUND-LEAVED RHODODENDRONS. . . 

 

 

 

Rhododendron stewartianum 
 

• Unusual rounded leaves, emerging 
bluish, with fawn-coloured peeling bark 

• Flowers varying from white, cream, 
yellow, pink, rose, red! 

• Bamboo thickets in Yunnan, Upper 
Myanmar (Burma), SE Tibet 

• Gentle watering for moist, well- drained, 

well-aerated soil 

 

Rhododendron schlippenbachii 
 

• Deciduous azalea, also known as Royal Azalea 

• Rounded leaves in distinctive whorls; purple-hued in spring, turning velvet green in 
summer, and finally fading to orange and yellow in autumn 

• Large fragrant pink to white blooms in spring, before or with the leaves 

• Native to Korea and Manchuria 

• Prefers some shade, especially in the afternoons 
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ROUND-LEAVED RHODODENDRONS. . . 

 

 

 

Rhododendron yuefengense 
 

• Astoundingly thick, leathery, firm 
foliage with roundish leaves; 
bright glaucous blue-green new 
growth  

• Funnel-bell-shaped, pinkish-
purple, mauve flowers in early 
summer/June; flowering from an 
early age 

• Dwarf and compact version of 
Rhododendron orbiculare; hardy, 
vigorous 

• Natural habitat Yuefeng, Guangxi 

• Loose soil, organic matter, good 
drainage 

• Very light shade or morning sun; 
sheltered 

• New and exciting! May be the 
best introduction in a decade 
(perhaps in a century) 

 
Rhododendron platypodum 

 
• Large, almost round, extremely thickly 

textured leaves on very short, flattened 
petioles 

• Large, upright light to deep pink flowers in 
early May 

• Rare in wild habitat 

• Northern cousin to R. yeufengense (below) 

Photo: Ole Johnny Larson 

Photo: RSBG 
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BOOKS  ~ BOOKS ~ BOOKS 
 

  
 

   

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Margaret Cadwaladr 

Reviewed by Catrona Dalley Galt 
 

(available from the CVRS Library) 

 
Veronica FitzGerald, née Villiers, and later Milner, perceived 

(quite correctly) that her life was worthy of a biography, and had 

even attempted to write it herself.  She seems to have been only 

too pleased that Margaret Cadwaladr set out to the achieve this 

task, and to tell her rich and compelling story for posterity.  

Veronica’s son Desmond, the Knight of Glin, contributed 

research and connections, as well as access to many private 

papers shedding light on both personal and garden-related 

aspects, obviously greatly enhancing the experience for the 

author, as well as providing first-hand records via letters and 

diaries.  The result is a biography weaving together an account 

of Veronica’s heritage and life experiences, the story of how a 

beautiful garden was created, and insight into the personality of 

a woman even her son describes as “difficult”, written by 

someone who, despite her subject’s often brusque manner, 

clearly felt some affection for her. 
 

Veronica could perhaps be most charitably described as an 

unusual character, appearing a little eccentric by contemporary 

standards (even in 1997, summoning her household staff with an 

electric buzzer).    She sounds imperious, always knowing what 

she wanted, and becoming very good at getting it!  
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Review  continued 
 

Leading an interesting and privileged life, Veronica always remained very aware 

of her own social rank and was keen for everyone else to be too.  The author says 

she was “given to exaggeration and falsehood” and mentions “unpleasant aspects 

of her personality”, but does not dwell on these, saying rather that she was 

desperate to be understood, and that she always felt out of place in Canada. 

Cadwaladr, whose husband, Jim Cadwaladr was the coordinator of the 

horticulture program at Malaspina University-College, seems to have had a warm 

relationship with Veronica, recognizing the need to cater to her (undoubtedly a 

useful skill in a biographer), developing clever ways to elicit her stories, and 

earning her trust.  
  
Cadwaladr does not pretend any expertise in the design or maintenance of gardens 

(she describes the book as a social history, not a horticultural text), and her 

horticultural references are relatively few. She acknowledges her husband and 

various other experts who have assisted with this key aspect of the book, but there 

is plenty here for veteran gardeners and novices alike.  
  
In addition to the biographical backstory, the book is also an account of Veronica’s 

dedicated and passionate efforts in Qualicum (in what was in 1954, a remote, if 

growing, coastal community on the far western reaches of the North American 

continent, where she felt extremely isolated), to build a beautiful and private 

garden, reminiscent of the estates she had enjoyed in her native England and 

subsequently in Ireland.   Veronica was not the first expat to attempt this in the 

“New World” – indeed, there are stunning examples in Australia, New Zealand, 

the US and Africa – but here she must have found a comparable climate, 

undeniably an advantage.   In addition to the many illustrations (not always 

captioned), I was captivated by the evocative descriptions of the 70-acre property 

(originally 40 acres), of which the ten acres surrounding the house are developed 

garden, and the view, which “slopes gently towards the sea, with a precipitous cliff 

plunging to the beach below”.  She continues, “Breathtaking views of the Strait of 

Georgia are framed by old-growth Douglas firs and red cedars.  Beyond the strait, the 

Coast Mountains of the British Columbia mainland can be seen.  To the north, 

Denman, Hornby, Lasqueti and Texada Islands are visible . . .the multi-layered forest 

canopy. . .over 500, including an extensive collection of rare varieties - of 

rhododendron, whose colours and textures contrast with the majestic forest trees. . 

dark, secret areas where the sun never shines. . .formal areas feature lawn and border 

plants. . .orchard. . .berry and vegetable garden…fine specimen trees.  Areas of 

wilderness where the garden merges with the forest…streams and meadows provide a 

further transition zone from the forest to the formal lawn.  Blue herons fish the shore, 

while the dappled shade of the garden shelters songbirds”.    Wouldn’t you want to 

hear more about all that? 
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Review  continued 
 

The book begins with a vivid description of the garden through the seasons of the 

year, leading inevitably to the question “who created this haven of beauty and 

strength, of order and chaos, out of the forest, and who possessed the skill and art to 

create the relaxed elegance of this hidden place and had the vision to preserve it?”  

Fortunately, Cadwaladr devotes the remainder of her story recounting the answers 

to those questions, and a fascinating tale it is. 
 

Born to a minor branch of an aristocratic British family, Veronica had close ties to 

numerous well-born characters from history, and frequent access to the South 

Coast estate in Dorset belonging to her grandmother, including a magnificent 

house and extensive gardens.   One can imagine her mother perhaps reminding her 

constantly of her lineage (a lesson she seems to have absorbed effectively, given that 

she was apparently inclined to make reference to it throughout her life, particularly 

once she found herself on these foreign shores, where people were less likely to 

know her, or to be familiar with the intricate tapestry woven by intermarriage 

among the titled families of England, and the social standing conferred by such 

connections).  Traditional motifs of her family – swans – featured in the Milner 

house in Qualicum.  Visits to her home by the Queen and Prince Philip, as well as 

by Charles and Diana, the Prince and Princess of Wales, were undoubtedly a coup 

by anyone’s standards. 
 

Tall and strikingly beautiful, Veronica married shortly before her twentieth 

birthday to Desmond FitzGerald, heir to the Knight of Glin, whose family home 

was Glin Castle, in a relatively remote part of southwest Ireland, where the climate 

was inhospitable for a good part of the year.  Despite their property, the family was 

not especially wealthy, but Veronica and her husband devoted a good deal of effort 

to updating the castle and developing the gardens.  The marriage was not happy, 

and Desmond suffered extremely poor health, dying in his late forties.  During her 

marriage, Veronica was introduced through family friends to the influence of 

William Robinson, considered a revolutionary advocate of natural garden style at 

a time when formal gardens were the norm.  Clever and artistic, she drew on this 

for the garden at Glin, as well as the one she would later create at Qualicum. 
   
Some five years after being widowed, Veronica remarried, this time to the 65-

year-old, shrewd and wealthy Canadian businessman, Ray Milner, whom she 

seems to have swept off his feet.  Milner indulged Veronica both financially and 

personally, funding not only the creation of the garden at Qualicum, but also the 

ongoing work at Glin Castle, and being prepared to handle her often unpleasant 

behaviour towards friends and visitors. 
 

The story of Veronica’s life as told by Cadwaladr makes good reading; her 
 

 

 

 

 



 

 22 

 
  

 
Review  continued 
 

personality, her marriages and the creation of her 

lasting legacy here on Vancouver Island are all 

carefully described by someone who knew her well.  

She died in 1998, at the age of eighty-nine, but thanks 

to her tenacity in ensuring that arrangements were put 

in place before her death so that she could remain living 

there, her Qualicum estate (now known as Milner 

Gardens) remains in the hands of an institution 

(Malaspina University-College) which not only values 

and appreciates it but can put it to good practical use 

for students and faculty, ensuring the ongoing 

maintenance it deserves, as well as making it accessible 

to the public.  Veronica would be delighted. 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
Autumn hues from the Milner House patio!! 

(Photo: Milner Gardens website below) 
 

Visit#VIUMilnerGardens Fall  
Fridays & Saturdays in October 

11am – 3pm (viewing until 3:30pm) 
 

https://milnergardens.viu.ca/hours-admission 

 

 
 

https://milnergardens.viu.ca/hours-admission
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Invasive Species Highlight 

By Heidi Grant from Coastal Invasive Species 

 

Knotweeds (Fallopia japonica, F. sachalinensis, Polygonum polystachyum) 
 

 There are three species of knotweed present in BC: Japanese Knotweed, 

Giant Knotweed and the hybrid, Bohemian Knotweed. Knotweed ranks 

among the top 100 worst invasive species worldwide as it can grow almost 

anywhere, including through building foundations and driveways. It can cause 

significant property damage and in many European countries lowers the 

resale value of homes. Knotweed is listed as a noxious weed under the Weed 

Act due to the immense damage it can cause, and property owners are 

legally required to control it on their properties.  
   

 Knotweed is easily recognizable by its hollow, bamboo-like stems. It has 

large, heart-shaped leaves. It can grow to be 5 m tall. Japanese Knotweed 

has a distinct zig zag alternate leaf pattern. The flowers are white or pink 

and found in small clusters.  
 

https://www.bclaws.gov.bc.ca/civix/document/id/complete/statreg/96487_01
https://www.bclaws.gov.bc.ca/civix/document/id/complete/statreg/96487_01
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 Knotweed is best controlled professionally through herbicide 

application. Contact Coastal ISC at info@coastalisc.com if you think you 

have knotweed on your property. We can help put you in touch with 

professionals. For more information, check out the “Knot on my property” 

program. 

The best solution is prevention. Do not plant invasive species and be 

wary of any plant that is a super spreader and heavy self-seeder. You can 

also encourage your local nurseries to become “plant wise” (click on the 

link to learn more about what’s involved) and to stop selling invasive 

plants. Grow Me Instead is a very useful guidebook to help gardeners find 

non-invasive alternatives.  

Instead of knotweed, consider planting Red-osier Dogwood (Cornus 

stolonifera), Black Elderberry (Sambucus racemosa var. melanocarpa), 

False Solomon’s Seal (Maianthemum racemosum subsp. amplexicaule) or 

Peegee Hydrangea (Hydrangea paniculata ‘Grandiflora’). 
 

 

 
Fall Colour of Rhododendrons 

 
Azalea ‘Mary Poppins’ 

 
Rhododendron ‘PJM’ 

 
Rhododendron ‘Hansel’ 

 
 
 
 
Photo: Carrie Nelson 

mailto:info@coastalisc.com
https://www.coastalisc.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/06/KnotOnMyProperty.pdf
https://bcinvasives.ca/play-your-part/plantwise/
https://bcinvasives.ca/play-your-part/plantwise/grow-me-instead/
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Welcome to the 
2022 ARS Spring International Convention 

Hosted by the chapters of ARS District 4 

Portland – Tualatin Valley – Eugene – Willamette – Siuslaw 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

After a two-year delay of our scheduled 75th Anniversary celebration, we’re 
excited to announce a reunion of the ARS in its founding city, Portland, Oregon. 
Here you will find all elements of the planned 2020 convention, including the Pre- 
Tour (new dates: May 2-3) and Post-Tour (new dates: May 8-10), while including 
even more enhancements to the original features. Click here for a preview video of 
the event.  

**ARS 2022 Registration will open Wednesday, December 1, 2021  

Covid Considerations  

In an effort to assure the health and safety of all participants, the decision has been made to 
require proof of full vaccination for all registrants. You will need to confirm your vaccine status 
on registering, and proof will be required at the registration desk on check-in. Masks will be 
required in the hotel, on buses, and at all meetings and events. Please be aware that conditions 
may change as the convention comes closer and a revised policy may be issued. We recommend 
that you sign up for convention updates, below, to be apprised of changes in policy as they occur. 
Thank you for your cooperation.  
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OPPORTUNITIES 
 

 
 

   
 
 
 

 
A Botanical Tour of the Northern Pacific Coastal Ranges 

 

Will Clausen, Gardener at the RSBG 
Zoom Presentation  

 

Thursday, November 18, 2021 
5:00 pm - 6:30 pm 

$15 for non-Members and $5 for Members 

Your registration fee directly supports the conservation of 
the Rhododendron genus 

Register To Attend Event 
 

 

 

 

 

Will Clausen has been the Gardener at the Rhododendron Species Botanical Garden  since 2019. He has worked 
in several gardens across the northern part of the United States, always seeking out places where he can help to 
create and maintain gardens that balance horticulture and ecology with a focus on showcasing and conserving 
wild plants. He enjoys photographing and writing about plants and backpacking throughout the Pacific 
Northwest and beyond to see them in their natural settings. 

From austere high mountains down through rich subalpine meadows, silent muskegs, deep forests, and finally to 
the crashing shoreline, the Pacific Northwest is filled with botanical splendor. Come along with Will Clausen, 
Gardener at the RSBG, on a tour through 10 years of hiking in in the Pacific Coast Ranges in Washington and 
northward into Southeast Alaska, Northern British Columbia, and Southern Yukon. 

This mountainous region is home to an interesting flora comprised of widespread boreal species mixed with 
plants more specifically characteristic of the Pacific Northwest. Hotspots, like the Wenatchee Mountains of 
central Washington, offer rare and endemic plants that add to the richness and botanical identity of the 
Northern Pacific Coastal Ranges. Rhododendron, some recognizable and some obscure, grow here as well 
alongside other Ericaceous plants. We will stay at a fairly high elevation for much of the presentation but 
venture downhill a bit to see some noteworthy plants and beautiful scenery. 

 

 

COWICHAN VALLEY RHODODENDRON SOCIETY 
Membership Renewal  

 

Thanks to the many of you who have already renewed your memberships for 

the season! We have great plans for this year. (Already we have enjoyed three 

spectacular Fall Garden Tours). The fee is $35, and E-transfers are accepted. 

You may send a cheque payable to the CVRS to the address of our Membership 

Chairman: David Annis, 5974 Tower Place, Duncan, BC, V9L 0E1 

https://rhodygarden.org/events/zoom-talk-a-botanical-tour-of-the-northern-pacific-coastal-ranges/#toggle_384774035617ab705a88eb
https://rhodygarden.org/events/zoom-talk-a-botanical-tour-of-the-northern-pacific-coastal-ranges/#toggle_384774035617ab705a88eb
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Thursday, November 4, 2021 7 pm 
NRS Monthly Meeting – Beban Park, Nanaimo 
Speaker: Linda Derkach: New Zealand: Land of the Long White Cloud 
 

Saturday, November 6, 2021 12noon – 2pm 
CVRS Monthly Meeting – Zoom  
Speaker: Howard Wills, Fernwood Nursery, UK  
The Wonderful World of Flowers 
 
November 9, 2021 7:30pm 
North Island Rhododendron Society Meeting – Comox United Church 
Speaker: Chris Southwick: Gardening with Rhododendrons 
 

Wednesday, November 17, 7:30 pm 
MARS Monthly Meeting – Qualicum Beach Civic Center 
 

Thursday, November 18, 2021 5 – 6:30pm 
Rhododendron Species Botanical Gardens (Zoom) See Notice on Page 27 
Speaker: Will Clausen: A Botanical Tour of the Northern Pacific Coastal Ranges 

 
 

NATIONAL AND INTERNATIONAL AMERICAN RHODODENDRON SOCIETY EVENTS  
 

October 26 - 29, 2021  
New Zealand Rhododendron Association 76th Convention, New Plymouth, Taranaki, New Zealand  
 

May 4 - 8, 2022  
ARS Annual Convention, Portland, Oregon More information https://ars2022.org/ 
 

2022:  
ARS Fall Eastern Regional Conference, Gettysburg, Pennsylvania. Dates to be determined.  
 

2023: 
ARS Fall Western Regional Conference, Florence, Oregon. Dates to be determined. 
 

2023: 
ARS Annual Convention, Atlanta, Georgia. Joint ARS/ASA meeting. Dates to be determined.  

 

 
 

 

 

 

Franklinia alatamaha blooms 
mid-summer through fall  
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2021-22 Executive 

President: Verna Buhler  
Vice-President: Ali Morris 
Treasurer: Wendy Willson 
Secretary: Diane Allen  
Director-at-Large: Candice Feeney  
Director-at-Large: Carrie Nelson 
Director-at-Large: Barrie Agar  
Director-at Large: Mary Pike  
Membership Chairperson: David Annis  

 

Convenors 

Sunshine: Mary Gale 
Tea: Judeen Hendrickson 
Raffle: Hilda Gerrits 
Program Planning: The ExecutiveTeam 
Fundraising: The Executive Team 
Garden Tours: TBA 
Library: Verna Buhler 

 

USEFUL LINKS 

Cowichan Rhododendron Society:  

 cowichanrhodos.ca/  

Victoria Rhododendron Society:  

 victoriarhodo.ca/index.html  

Mount Arrowsmith Rhododendron Society:  

 marsrhodos.ca/  

North Island Rhododendron Society:  

 nirsrhodos.ca/ws/  

The American Rhododendron Society:  

 rhododendron.org/  

Nanaimo Rhododendron Society:  

 nanaimorhodos.ca  

Rhododendron Species Botanical Garden:   

 rhodygarden.org   

   

Nanoose Garden Club: 
 

 nanoosegardenclub.ca/ 

Linda Gilkeson:  

 lindagilkeson.ca/ 

Vancouver Island Rock and Garden 
 Society:  

 virags.com 
 

Linda Chalker-Scott: 
  

 https://puyallup.wsu.edu/lcs/ 
 

Steve Henning:  

 rhodyman.net 

Rhododendron, Camellia, Magnolia 

https://www.rhodogroup-rhs.org/ 
 

https://www.rhodogroup-rhs.org/

	A Botanical Tour of the Northern Pacific Coastal Ranges
	Zoom Presentation

