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Rhododendron Society Newsletter

A Chapter of the American Rhododendron Society
PO Box 904 Duncan BC, VoL 3Y2

Meetings are held on the first Wednesday of the month, 7:30 pm @ the Mckinnon building Providence Farm 1842 Tzouhalem Rd.

2005 Directors

President: Alan Campbell 743 3597
stonefold@shaw.ca
Vice Pres: Ingeborg Woodsworth 749 6291
mayacreekgardens@shaw.ca
Secrefary: Lesley Drew 748 6152
sahtlamrise@shaw.ca
Treasurer; Signi Kemmler 746 8751
siggi-ki@shaw.ca
Roger &Anne Slaby  2yrs. 748 4623
Members cprhodos@istandnet.com
at Sandy Campbell 1yr 743 3597
Large stonefoldfshaw.ca
Judy Gloster Tyr. 746 5643
jg10 @telus.net
Ex. Officio: lan Anderson 746 8678
dildag@shaw.ca
Program Chair: Sandy Campbell 743 3597
stonefold@shaw.ca
Membership: Jackie Walker 743 3650

Librarian:

jacquelinewalker@shaw. ca

Ingeborg Woodsworth 749 6291
mayocregkgardensi@shaw.ca

Bargain table/ Raffle: Joyce Gammic 246 2484

jgammiefshaw.ca

Garden Tours: Wilson Grahame 715 1313

Propagation

wilson&|ane@shaw.ca
Ingeborg Woodsworth 749 6291

mayocreekgardensi@shaw,ca

Sunshine Club: Ann Springferd 746 7303

Refreshments: Etta Cook 748 8293

Newsletter:

craigendsiiseaside. net

Judy Gloster 746 5643
e-mail joil@teius. net

The Cowichan Valley Rhododendron Society nominating
committee’s proposed slate of officers for 2006 has been
brought in and is as follows :

Ingeborg Woodsworth  President

Judy Gloster Vice President

Leslie Drew Secretary

Siggie Kemmler Treasurer

and for directors lan Efford } firsi year lerm
Jackie Walker

Anne & Roger Slaby second year term

The board of directors consist of the officers and four elected
directors serving as members-at-large for two years, two being
elected at each annual general meeting.

Additional nominations will be called for from the floor at the
annual meeting and election on November 2nd 2005

Mo one can be nominated for president and vice president until
having been a member of the society for at least one year and
having served a minimum of one year on the board of directors.

Speaker for October meeting:
Glen Patterson of the Vancouver Chapter

Coming Events:
Election of new ecutive officers and directors for 2006

Christmas Party Dec 7th. (pot luck dinner) to be held in
Toad Hall at Pine Lodge Farm 3191 Mutter Rd. Mill Bay

Tea & Goodies: Cindy/Jim little,** Liz/allan Murray and
Bev Mountain

October Directors’ Meeting:

Will be held - Oct. 19th 7:30 pm at the home of Leslie

Drew 4491 Creighton Rd. tele. #748 6152
Fage 1



CVRS Membership forms ... 2006

[] MNew Membership

[ ] Penewal membership

[?’l‘_]tf:

i
I_'_"'E_;T_L_T;I_c:r;’épouac'.ﬁ name
g

o mal address

Please indicale Lhe Lype of membership in Lhe box below and relurn this form Lo Jackic walker

or mail [orm wilth your cheque Lo

Jackie Walker

1780 Baldy Mounlain Pd
2 ';"'J'rmwnigam lake NOD 2W0

Al eheques must be made oul Lo Cowichan Valley Phododendron dociely . Thank you

O Full membership

$H35-00)

[ Associate memberstip $12:00

Meaac indicale name of primary membership Chapler/Chaplers —————————————ev

Ay personal information members submit to the Cowichan Valley Rhododendron Socicly s [or Lhe Sociely
usc only. All members who would like their name and address Lo be prnted i Lhe CVES members sk and
ancd who wiould like a copy of Lhe CVRS Newsleller, please wdicale your

gven oul Lo our members only
consenl by marking, Lhis box

]



Rhododendron *Loderi’ - How distinet are the different elones?
Fwverard Damiel September 2002

[ s now 100 vears since 8ir Edmund Toder made that mest fmoos of crosses between 2h
Fortunei and Kb, priffithianom, and this centenary is being colebrated al Leonardslee. OF course, the
eross had been made before and called Rh, x kewense, but it is always said that the resulls were
definitely inferior and it is good that the laxonomists have allowed the later name o be used, when the
carlier would normally take precedence.

To produce this world-famous cross, Leonardsles 1oeamed up with Col. Gedman at South
Ledge, on the other side of the road, as he had a particularly fing form of Rh. prillithianum growing
tunder glass. This plant is alas long-sinee st though there are other plants of this speeics stll growing
there, i ihe gardens of what s now a hotel. 1 often wonder whether these are from The same bateh of
seed as that famous parent. They seem perfectly hardy there, despite the tender reputation thal this
species has. [ is recorded that the cross was made 3 times, with pollen being carried across the road in
both directions but that the best results eame from B griffithianum pollen onlo B forlunei, which was
done bwice, The reverse cross produced Mowers that were muwch like B foriunei: was this chance or
could there be a genetic reason?

Apparently, the cross was lirst dene in 1901, and the first flowers were seen in 1907, probably
en THamond’, now known as “White Diamond’ . Robin Lader is certain that the best clones come lrom
this first batch, “THamond” and “Pink Diamond® were first to be shown and both were awarded U
FCC, in 1904, "King George” had to wal Jor the FOC unli] 1970,

Chuite a number of different clones have been registered and although it is the name of “King,
teorge” that everyone knows, [ have long fell that, as they are all closelv related and indesd many arc
“sisters’, 1t would be a braver man than me that would walk up to a plant and identity which clone it is!
The differences are very slight, and you could easily think two trusses are from different clones when
in facl they came from opposile sides of the same plant. 1 eertainly feel that the desceriptions one
genetally reads are inadequate for positive identification. As they are so similar and so popular, and
therelore widely propagated and planted all over he world, it i inovitable thal they have become
confised and so many plants are grown under the wrong name,

It has been a privilege to have spent several idvilic evenings in 2001 & 2002 looking al as
many of the original plants as 1 could, and also looked al younger plants, especially in the Coronation
tiarden al Leonardslee, where a collection was planted in 1953, and in the pardens at Wisley and
Windsor. One hopes that we can rely on the orginal plants to be correctly labelled, but probably not on
any other, even in their home garden. [ looked for a truss in which the last Aower was nearly fully
expanded and then examined the ofdest Nower in thal tuss, noting:-
1.the siee,

2. eolour of the petals,
3owhether there was any colowr i the veins
4.the presence of any markings m the throal.

The general pattern is thal they nearly all open from pink buds bt rapidly fade 1o wlite and 1
wis surprised that even the enes that | had thought of as pinker were in fael nearly pure white by this
stage. The colour lasts longesl in the veins, particularty towards the outer edges of Lhe petals, and this
does seem 1o be a uselul diagnostic character, as do the throat markings. None of them show more than
twir or thre thin lines of small spots and speckles, which are confined (o the throat and lead upwards
lor perhaps one-third of the length of the petal, They do not show the pronounced markings thal one
sees in some of their of fspring, such as * Avalanche” and *Albatross”, [ measured the widlh, from the tip
ol one lobe to the tip of the oppesite; [ did not streteh or Qatlen il The range was 12.0cm 1o 14 5em,
most are belween 13cm and 14em, The clones seem all cgually seented.

So, can one be definite in dentifieation? 1 feel that T 51l cannot, bul that cerlain patterns have
cmerged which can be used 1o group the clones, which [ have shown in Table 1. At this poind, & word
of caution in that these observations were made in one place and in bwo seasons and that in different
eonditions, especially temperature, each clone might appear quite differently, Warmer conditions
wintld quite possibly make the lowers open faster and so be smaller and [ade fster. Alse 2001 was an
exceptionally late season, with the Loderis opening between 2 and 3 weeks Tater than usual.

So is "King George” the one that everyone should have, or is il just that that is the name
everyone can remember? 1 incliog o the latter view, although the *King George' were particularly
floniferous in 2000, AL 14 cm, it is of average size and 15 cerlainly nol the largest, that honour going fo
‘Sir Edmund® at 13em. 1L is the purest white, having virlually no throat markings. The scent is
oulstinding — just like all the others!
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| have become particalacly taken with “Sie Edmund®, as 11 was heavily laden with large (14 -

one to really retain the eolour and appear pink i the landscape. But it s still enly a pale pink. “Pink
Diamond” rivals it, though smaller and Sir Giles Loder thought it the darkest. The others that are
reputedly pink, such as*Pink Coral® *Pink Topaz’, *Venus® and “Princess Marina®, age really only pink
for g short period as they open, However, there are real pinks o the sobsequent generations-
“Georgette’ is a rich pink that fades only slowly in the semi-shade and “Trene Stead” from MNew Zealand
15 very similar,

“Har Bcdmmand”, Patience” and *Venus! are also shightly dilferent in thal they open o few davs
later, and “Gamechick” seems to be regalarly about a week later than most, so 55 of value,

Controversially, Bean tells us that the onginal plant of *Venus” was al Txbury, sugpesting it is
not one of the 1901 crossing. Neither is ' Princess Maring’, which is ‘King George’ x “Sir Edmund’;
this clone is a distinetive shell pink with PALER edges, Another distinetive {orm is Dairymaid’, {as
seen at Wisley) - the palest in bud, showiop little or no pink colouring, and opening Lo milky while
(=ir Giles thought il greenizshy

There are several clones that are relatevely little known but which are just as valuable
“Spearmint’ has recently been re-discovered mr the Coromation Garden, growing near “Fairy (Queen’.
Riklais mentions a clone called “Oueen Mary', who was of course the wife of “King George', but this
clone is long-since lost and forgotten at Leenardslee. “Protty Polly™ may well have also died oot
Anvone ever seen either? *Btag's Head” grows elsewherg and should soon retwn. “Titan® was raised by
Reuthe's Nursery al Sevenocaks in England and *Olpa” {*Pink Diamond” x *King George™) by Hrandl in
the 178A. “Julic’ is well-known as the cream form, and s very different from the rest, but ber origin
remains rather a mystery, though Bean savs she was raised al Lord Swathling's Townhill Park, Hants
troem 2 Laderi parents. There are only bwo quile young plants thal are probably ol thos clone at
Leonardslee, As “lulie’ lacks the characterislic purple leal stalk {peliole) that Loden inherits from Rh
fortune: and the flowers are smaller and more tubular, one must guestion the given parentage. South
Lodge has forms which scem shightly different, so are likely o be other, ompamed seedlings of this
mosl distinguished of hybrids, and there scem o be such seedlings 10 many Sussex gardens, no doubt
distributed from |eonardsles. Several were numed from The Hiph Beeches, (al that time owned by

Spurces
[.oder, Sir Giles — Rhododendron Year Book, 1951
Reprinted in eurrent Loder Plants catalogue and onling al www rhododendrons.com
Bean, W.J_ - Trees and shrubs hardy in the British [sles
Millais, 1.5, — Rhododendron specics and hyleids (1918)
Salley H. & Greer 1L — Rhododendron hybrids

Tahble 1
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Table 2

A list ol all the Lodern clones knowin to me:

Results nol recorded lor clones where [ have nol yet been able to examine flowers at the correct age.

Pink Topaz**

Pretty Polly

5 2| =
tle|E|E i
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B w| Bl 2| 55| &
; # S1E|2|2|2 ¢
g B | e g e ]R3 g | A
= 2 3 |d|51z3|3 (E 8|3
Clonal name. | = sl Ll B R A © | % | Commens
Dhiry bl ** Y ¥ Pale buds and
petioles
Fairyland®** Y |
| Fairy Queen® ¥ | Smaller and poorer
Cramechick Latest to Mower
Georgelte Proper pink B
Hammerkop At High Beeches,
935
| Helen =# Smmall 1., paler
pefiole
Irene Stead *# Proper pink
Julie Yellowish eream
King George 14.0 Mot floriferous
Olga
Palicnoe* 13.0 b Pocrer, later,
Pearly Oeen !:
Pink Coral 13.0 ¥ iost heavily marked
Pink Diamond 13.0 b Mdarks very variable,

Princiess Manng

Shell pink. paler edpe |

Cieen Mary

Sir Fdmnd _E

154

L Lanter

Sir Joseph
| Hooker

L4.0

5 Hexd ﬁrk.l;'pm'si;i
1ater and Horilerous

South Lodge

Spearmint

1A

Poss, = Sir Edmund

Superlalive

Stag’s Head
Titan

Yenus

15.0

2or3 .s.ﬁmt TS

White Dismond

White Pearl **

13.5
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| have become particularty taken with *Sir Edound®, as i1 was heavily laden with large (14 -
13em} Newers, and s very much the pinkest of the originals, wilh delinile pink veins, and 1s the enly
Diamond” rivabs it, hough smaller and Siv Giles Loder theught it the darkest. The others that are
repuledly pink, such as "Pink Coral”, "Pink Topaz®, *Venus™ and “Princess Marma®, are really only pink
for a shorl period as they open. Hewever, there are real pinks in the subsequenl penerations:-
“Georgedie’ 15 a nch pink thal fades only slowly in the semi-shade and *frene Slead” from Mew Zealand
15 very similar,

“Sir Edmund”, " Patience’ and *Venus® are also slightly dilferent in thal they open a few davas
later, amd “Gamechick” scems to be regularly aboul & week later than most, so 15 of valuee,

Conlroversially, Bean tells us that the original plant of *Venus™ was al Exbury, suppesting 1l 15
nol one of the 1901 crossing. Neither is "Princess Marina®, which is “King Georpe® x “Sir Edmund”,
this clone 15 o distinetive shell pink with PALER edpes. Another distinetive form is *Dairvinad’, (as
seert al Wislev) - the palest in bud, shewing little or ne pink colowing, and opemng o milky white
{30 Criles thoushi il precnish)

There are several clones thal are relatively litthe Enown bl whach are just as valuable,
“spearmint’ has recently been re-discovered in the Coronation Garden, proving near “Fairy Queen’,
Millais mentions a clone called “Cuoeen Mary”, who was of course the wite of *Eing George’, bl thes
clone 15 long-since lost and lorgotlen ot Leonardslec. “Pretly Polly' may well have also died out,
Aavvone ever seen either? "Stag’s Head” grows elsewhere and should scon retorn, *Titan” was raised by
Heuthe's Mursery al Sevenoaks in England and “Olga’ ("Pink Diamond’ x *King George’) by Brandt in
the LISA, “dulie” iz well-known as the cream form, and is very differenl from the rest, but her origin
remaing rather a mystery, thouph Bean savs she was raised al Lord Swathlings Townhill Park, Hants
from 2 Loderi parents. There are enly ten quite young plants that are probably of this clone al




Aloha,

The Hawaii Chapter-ARS invites you to attend our 3rd Vireya
Seminar scheduled for Feb. 2006. We are pleased to once again
have international Vireya representation to stimulate your
senses, as well as fun and fellowship for your spirit. For more
information please contact Veryl Ann Grace at

P.0. Box 1330, Keaau,HI 96749 or peleshair@verizon.net

Here's a brief summary of scheduled events:
Friday- Feb. 17th: Private garden lours on your own.
Welcome gathering barbecue dinner

Saturday - Feb. 18th Speakers at Hilo Hawaiian Hotel
1. Neil Puddey, commercial vireya grower from Australia.
2. Kay Hagan, privale vireya grower from Tasmania.
3. Fred Rennick, private vireya grower from Southern California
4. Graham Smith Director of Pukeiti Gardens, New Zealand.
5. George Argent, retired laxonomist from the Royal Botanic
Gardens Edinburgh Scotland
Also planned is a demonstration on root pruning of vireya and a round
table discussion.

Sunday Feb.19th, Paid garden tour and closing fellowship gathering.

E Komo Mai. (l’_l'nme on {_}ver)

Sherla D. Bertelmann
Hawaii Chapter - ARS
vireva@pacificislandnursery.com

E White Smith & Lucie Soren- Smith
www.hovees.com.



