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President’s Message
Wow, where did the summer go? September is
fast approaching and it is now time to look at
starting the meetings again. We certainly have
had a long break since the May meeting and our
plant sale!
Speaking of the plant sale, I would like to thank
everyone that took part. By all reports it was a
success. Thank you to Peter Lewis and his
‘team’ for organizing the various parts of the
sale.
The June picnic was a great event. There
weren’t all that many of us there (20 – 30), but
we had a good time and ate well! Thanks to Bill
and Brenda Dumont for the food and the venue.
Your garden is a gem already, even if it is only
four years old.
Hopefully your rhododendrons fared well
through the extreme heat and drought of July
and through August. I would imagine that some
of you on your own wells are watching the
water levels pretty closely these days and
praying that it doesn’t get any drier. In my own
garden I had a chance to hack back some of my
plants as they were getting rather ungainly and
just plain too large for their spot in the garden. I
have seen recently what a pruning job can do to
control the plant and to regenerate it.
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Future Events
2nd September 2009
Ingeborg Woodsworth
“Memorial Rhododendron Park in Lake
Cowichan” + “An Introduction to Edible
Mushrooms”

7th October 2009
Garth Weidemire
“Lu Zhu: The Garden of Make and Patty
Bale”
9-11th April 2010
The Ultimate Rhododendron Conference
April 9 – 11, 2010 at UBC Botanical Garden
[see later in this issue]
October 2010
“Celebrating 50 year of the Victoria Branch of
the Australian Rhododendron Society and its
famous National Rhododendron Garden”
[see later in this issue]

From the Editor

Hope to see everyone out to the first meeting
which will be Wednesday, September 2nd .

This issue is full of announcements and
comments on the activities of the Society but is
short on information about rhododendrons!
Please write some articles of interest to our
members and send them in!

David Annis

Ian E. Efford
efford@shaw.ca (250) 597-4470
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Special Events

At the end of last season, the Society had two outstanding events: the plant sale and the summer picnic in
the garden of Brenda and Bill Dumont. A majority of our members were present at one or other of these
activities but a reminder of these successes does not go amiss.

The Plant Sale.
Peter Lewis organized the plant sale which took place at the Queen of Angels School again. The location
is ideal and this year the sale was stimulated by Peter’s enthusiastic marketing efforts which included the
donation of about 200 plants to the first time attendees. The result was an almost overwhelming number
of buyers even before the doors opened.
The initial crowds, over 625 within the
first 1.15hrs, meant that the cashiers
were somewhat overwhelmed and the
exit door became a traffic jam. It is clear
that we must rethink this aspect of the
organization for next year.

Waiting to get in.

The Crowd
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The total income from the sale and accompanying events was
$12,670 with the raffle contributing $468, the Lucky Dip
$145 and the sale of coffee and cup cakes $120. The
Society cleared a total of $3094 which is by far the best
result for some years.
All sellers and the volunteers must be congratulated on their
hard work. The atmosphere of the sale was festive and
everybody seemed to enjoy themselves.
Our success is the result of the fantastic organizing ability of
our sales convenor, Peter Lewis.

Peter dressed at as a rhododendron with his
“flower” created by Cynara de Goutiere,
another of our members.

Susan Stitt and Anne Slaby at
the Lucky Dip barrel

September 2009

3

The Cowichan Valley Rhododendron Society

NEWSLETTER

The Garden Party

The second very successful event in early summer was the garden party that took place in Brenda
and Bill Dumont’s lovely garden. The weather was perfect and the crowd was fed with chicken
and burgers prepared by Bill with the appropriate “fixings”. Bill also provided some of his home
brewed wine to complement the meal.

Bill announcing that lunch was
ready!

Both Brenda and Bill led groups around the extensive garden with each one showing off “their”
individual beds and plants. I, in particular, loved the large white Japanese irises that were in full
bloom.

B r e n d a
encouraging
everyone to imbibe.
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Awards
Sandy and Alan Campbell
During the lunch hour the Society’s Bronze Medal was awarded to Alan and Sandy Campbell with
the citation reading: The Cowichan Valley Rhododendron Society wishes to honour two of our members
by presenting them with the ARS Bronze Medal.

Our President, David Annis, presents Sandy and Alan Campbell the Bronze Medal
They were welcomed as Members in May 1995 and have been actively involved with this Club,
especially in the past seven years. Between them, they have held numerous jobs: Garden Tour
Coordinator, Vice President (4 years), Program Chairperson for most of the last 5 years, looked after, and
still do our website, been Membership Convenor, written at least 13 articles for our newsletter, been
President for three years, and are major ‘mover and shaker’ in the propagation group.
They are always ready to do things for the Society and to promote the ARS and the importance of
membership in it. Want to know something about a plant? Just ask and you will get the background and
parentage. We are fortunate to have such a wealth of information available to us.
Their garden has been open many times, both to our club and to other District 1 Clubs. They have also
been most generous in providing plants to the club for our raffles.
As thanks for all you have done and are doing for the Cowichan Valley Rhododendron Society and the
American Rhododendron Society, we present this Bronze Medal to Alan and Sandy Campbell.

Mary Gale
Mary Gale was awarded a Certificate of Recognition which goes to a person who does lots of little
things for the Cowichan Valley Rhododendron Society. She willingly volunteers to phone members
when an event is happening. She is a regular on the cashiers’ table at our Plant Sales (and even doesn’t
work with a calculator!!!!). She is also our Sunshine Convenor (to match her sunny personality) who
sends out cards or contacts members who are not well.
Thank you, Mary Gale, for all that you do for the Rhododendron Society.
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David Annis presenting the Certificate of Merit to Mary Gale

Harry Wright
The American Rhododendron Society awards this prestigious medal to nominees on the
basis of outstanding service over a period of time to either the Society or genus
Rhododendron, or both. At the Annual ARS Convention held in Everett Washington (29th April 3rd May, 2009), the American Rhododendron Society President, Fred Whitney, presented the
Silver Medal Award to Harry R. Wright. Below is the text of the petition of nomination for
Harry Wright.
“Harry has been an advocate for the genus rhododendron for over 25 years and through his
accomplishments and contributions to our District, is an outstanding candidate for the ARS Silver Medal.
Harry has been interested in rhododendrons since moving to the Pacific Northwest in the 1970’s. As
landscaper after his release from the RCAF, Harry fell in love with the genus Rhododendron. His
enthusiasm for this genus resulted in the decision to buy and developed a 1.5 acre lot in Courtenay in
1979 with his wife Gwen. This was to become their “Haida Gold Gardens” which is known throughout
Vancouver Island as a showpiece of rhododendrons and companion plants. Haida Gold Gardens is host to
many garden tours and charity events throughout the year, including ‘tours and tea’ for the elderly and an
annual ‘open garden’ at Christmas where proceeds go to a local food bank.
As an avid gardener, Harry was a founding member of the Comox Valley Horticultural Society in 1978.
His increasing interest in Rhododendrons resulted in the formation of the North Island Rhododendron
Society in October of 1984. Harry has been active in NIRS since its inception, taking a role on the
Executive for 18 of the 23 years and elected as President for 13 of those years. He actively supported and
encouraged the members from the Qualicum area to form their own Chapter as the Mount Arrowsmith
Rhododendron Society in 1989 and continues to act as liaison between the clubs. He has been a
cornerstone of NIRS and for his contributions was awarded the Bronze Medal in 1995.
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As Director for District 1 from 2004 to 2006 Harry worked to promote the goals of the ARS and support
the Chapters within the District. He encouraged Chapters to work more closely together through
continuing to share speakers, facilitating cross-Chapter visits and garden tours, and sharing ideas. Harry
is an advocate for the growing of rhododendrons and has actively promoted its popularity with the public.
For many years he had envisioned a public park featuring rhododendrons, showcasing the wide variety of
flower and leaf forms available. To that end, he initiated and was instrumental in the development of the
Comox Valley Rhododendron Garden which was a joint project between the City of Courtenay and the
North Island Rhododendron Society. The Garden was first approved in 1993 and opened in 1997. To
highlight hybridizers from Vancouver Island he initiated and collected plants for a new section of the
garden which is known as the ‘Born on Vancouver Island’ bed which opened in May 2007. This public
garden is adjacent to a park walkway and is visited by hundreds of people each day. In 2003
Rhododendron ‘Courtenay Lady’ developed by Harry was chosen as The City of Courtenay’s Official
Plant. In his efforts to focus public attention on Rhododendrons, Harry was instrumental in having May
proclaimed as ‘Rhododendron Month in the City of Courtenay’ in 2007 and 2008. Harry is always
available to share his enthusiasm and knowledge about growing Rhododendrons. Harry has written
articles for our Chapter and District newsletters, written brief articles for the ARS Journal, is often
interviewed by the local newspapers, and is a frequent guest speaker to clubs and organizations across the
District. Harry is very personable, and is able to share his knowledge in a way that is satisfying to both
the novice and the experienced grower. Plants with structure and scent have always appealed to Harry,
and in the late 1980’s he began to do some hybridizing. He has developed a number of Rhodos including
the Courtenay Five crosses (Courtenay King, Courtenay Queen, Courtenay Princess, Courtenay Lady,
and Courtenay Duke) registered in 2001 and propagated at Brigg's Nursery in Olympia Washington.
These can be seen at the gardens of Government House in Victoria BC, the Born on Vancouver Island
bed in the Comox Valley Rhododendron Garden in the City of Courtenay, and in many private gardens
across the province. In addition to hybridizing the Royal ‘Courtenay’ series, N.I.R.S. Jun 2009 Page 6 of
8 Harry has also developed ‘Iona Cee’, a sister seedling to ‘Courtenay Queen’ & ‘Courtenay
Princess’, very similar to rhododendron Haida Gold with a later blooming period. Named
for BC’s Lieutenant Governor Iona Campagnolo, it was registered in 2006 by Bill Dale.
Harry is enthusiastic about the plant possibilities through hybridization and has held workshops for those
interested in developing new Rhodos in this way. Always willing to share his techniques, he has also held
workshops on propagation by cuttings and through grafting. Harry has been involved in discussions and
plans for a propagation greenhouse to be established at Milner Gardens and Woodland in Qualicum
Beach BC at some time in the future and has been interested in seeing a rhododendron species garden
located there. Harry believes strongly that enthusiasm for growing Rhodos will come from growing
plants that do well in each region. In 1993 Harry started recording the varieties of Rhododendrons and
known crosses that grow successfully in this district and at last count he had nominations from over 113
gardeners and an inventory of over 4000 plants. The list is available in the form of a self published
booklet “Rhododendron Varieties in BC” and it includes the name of the rhododendron, whose garden
the plant is in, and where the garden is situated Community and fellowship are important to Harry and he
is always noticeable in a group. He encourages members to participate in related activities outside of the
club meetings, and to attend Conferences whenever possible. At Chapter, cross-Chapter, District, or
public events, Harry and wife Gwen can be seen circulating and chatting, introducing newer members to
others, connecting those with similar interests, smiling and laughing, and generally making participants
feel welcome. Harry has spent many, many years as an ambassador for the genus rhododendron across
our District, and has been an avid supporter of membership in the American Rhododendron Society.”
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wife,

The ARS President,
Fred Whitney and
Harry Wright

Photos by Susan Lightburn
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“Collecting Rhododendrons around the World”
ARS WESTERN REGIONAL CONVENTION 18-20 September, 2009
SPEAKERS
Richie Steffen – Collecting Rhododendrons in Turkey – Elizabeth Miller Garden Coordinator of
Horticulture
Richie Steffen – Hardy Ferns – Elizabeth Miller Garden Coordinator of Horticulture
Steve Hootman – Collecting rhododendrons in Sikkim – RSBG Co-Director
Dennis Bottemiller – Nurseryman’s Nirvana – RSBG Propagator
Ed Hume – Rhododendrons in the garden – TV and Radio Garden Host
Marianne Binetti – Companion Plants - TV, Newspaper and Garden Book Author
Lynne Caton – Micro Propagation – Briggs Nursery
Glen Jamieson – Hunting Rhododendrons in Borneo –ARS Journal Editor
Marianne Elliot – Phytopthera identification – WSU Extension Service
Tad Hussey – Organic Soil Improvement and Compost Tea – Keep It Simple Inc.
Richard Haymaker – Photographing flowers with your digital camera
Corey Chantrey – Rhododendron Pest Control –All Seasons Pest Control
Clarice Clark – Collecting seed in Alaska and Canada. Also, what is a WNARSP?
Steve Haizlip – Landscape Design – New Leaf Creations
Bill Heller – Rhododendron photography from Germany, Denmark, and Sweden
Speaker on Rhododendron Genetics from University of Washington
Speaker from RSBG on pruning

Best Western Evergreen Inn & Suites 32124 25th Ave South, Federal Way, WA 98023
Telephone: (253) 529-4000 or 1-800-937-8376
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Western Regional Chair Bill Miller/806 S Proctor/Tacoma, WA 98405/USA
Email smile4bill@hotmail.com

September 2009

10

The Cowichan Valley Rhododendron Society

NEWSLETTER

Australian Rhododendron Society Invitation
In 2010 we will be celebrating 50 years as a Society and 50 years of the famous National Rhododendron
Garden in Olinda, Victoria, Australia
We welcome rhododendron and garden enthusiasts from around the world to our Golden Jubilee conference in
October 2010 which will include speakers, garden visits, tourist attractions, excellent food and especially
wines.
ENQUIRIES TO;MARCIA BEGG "<mailto:mnbegg@gmail.com> or www.vicrhodo.org.au

'Trude Webster': ('Countess of Derby' x 'Countess of Derby') 5', -10F, M,
5/4/4. This is the first plant to win the Superior Plant Award, the highest award
possible for a rhododendron. The trusses are absolutely gigantic, in a clear
shade of pink. The foliage is large, wide and slightly twisted, making a perfect
combination with the trusses. A super plant and flower. (Greer 1961). (Greer's
Guidebook To Available Rhododendrons).
What most people do not know about 'Trude Webster' is the pronunciation of
the name and who it was named after. This hybrid was named after family
friends of the Greer family, Dr. and Mrs. Webster. Dr. Webster was the doctor
who delivered Harold Greer at his birth. Mrs. Webster, Gertrude Webster, was
his wife. Hence 'Trude' is a shortened form of Gertrude and is pronounced
'Trood', rhymes with brood, and not as in Trudy.
Alan Campbell

Brian Minter at Mill Bay Garden Club
Just a reminder that the Mill Bay Garden Club is pleased to present Brian Minter
speaking on ‘How new introductions make a Difference in the Landscape’. His
presentation begins at 7:00 p.m. on Tuesday, September 15th at the beautiful Gil T.
Bunch Theatre at Brentwood College at Mill Bay.
There will be an intermission and a Question and Answer period and Mr. Minter is
bringing a truckload of those ‘introductions’ for sale after the presentation. Tickets
are $15.00 and are available at Dinter’s Nursery, Sandpiper Nursery in Chemainus, at
Cowichan Press’ office in the Mill Bay Shopping Centre and by contacting me at
either me@brendadumont.com or 250 743 1638.
If you can help to sell tickets, we would be most grateful. We have sold
approximately 60% of the tickets available and are hoping to sell a few more before
the event.
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Breaking News!
increase. On the 26 th
August, the your Executive decided that the society would absorb this cost and not increase

1. The ARS has raised the subscription rate for m em bers by $3, a 10%

2008-9 Directors
President:
Vice President:
2 nd Vice President:
Treasurer:
Secretary:
at Executive Meetings
at General Meetings
Members at Large:

David Annis
Alan Campbell
Janet Gardner
Judeen Henrickson
Janet Gardner
(vacant)
Sharon Tillie
Jeremy Evans/
Marie Therese Evans
Bill Dumont

2008-9 Conveners
Librarian:
Newsletter:
Garden Tours:
Spring Sale:
Club Liaison:
Raffle:

Leslie Bundon
Ian E. Efford
(vacant)
(vacant)
Ingeborg W oodsworth
Judeen Henrickson and
Hilda Gerrits
Membership:
Sandra Stevenson
Speakers:
Alan Campbell
Tea Coordinator: Cynthia Gracia
[for 3 meetings only]
W ays and Mean:
(vacant)
W ebsite:
(vacant)
Social:
(vacant)
Historian
Mona Kaiser
Propagation
Alan Campbell
Sunshine
Mary Gale
Editor
Ian E. Efford

PS At the time of sending out this newsletter, the last five pages have vanished! They will be
included in the next newsletter, if they are ever found.
Ian E. Efford
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