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Presidentôs Message  
I want to begin this month's message by recognizing the passing of 

one of our members, Roger Slaby. I did not know Roger well but when 

I first joined the club, and subsequently the propagators committee, I 

marveled at Roger's capacity to converse at length with the likes of Al 

Campbell and Al Murray, tossing around the Latin names of species, 

verifying the parentage of hybrids, using technical terms and referenc-

ing scientific journals and texts as he went. These gentlemen inspired 

me to try my hand at propagation which I have thoroughly enjoyed. So 

thank you Roger ï may you rest in peace in a garden of joy.  

The Christmas party is when we normally present the Silver Cup for 

outstanding service to the club.  The silver cup is chosen by the previ-

ous 3 recipients of the award. This year the award goes to Marie 
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Jacques who has been the Membership Chair for 

some time, doing her job quietly and patiently and 

often in great pain.  Recently Marie had surgery and 

we wish her well and a speedy recovery. As Marie 

is unable to attend the Christmas party, a few of us 

surprised Marie at home to present her with the cup. 

Congratulations! 

Please join me in recognizing the past treasurer, Bill 

Dumont, for his 5 years of service to the club and 

orienting the new treasurer, Elaine Kitchen to the 

position. Elaine has served as a member at large on 

the board for a few years and generously volunteers 

her time at the Garden Fair and I thank her for step-

ping up.  

The Board has approved, in principle, the purchase 

of materials and labour to construct 2 propagators. 

The proposal and budget, drafted by Ian Efford and 

Joe Hudak, will come to the February general meet-

ing for a vote by the membership as the cost is esti-

mated at $2000. If approved, the project will get un-

derway and be ready for the 2016 propagation sea-

son.  I have also asked Ian to provide a brief sub-

mission and request for matching funds made avail-

able to clubs that assisted at the Spring 2015 con-

vention in Sydney. If accepted, the matching funds 

will bring our costs down to $1000.  Ian will expand 

on the benefits of this project for club members and 

how they can be involved and the anticipated part-

nership with Providence Farm.   

The board requests volunteers from our member-

ship to establish a sub-committee to explore the op-

tions of presenting rhododendron education pro-

grams or presentations to horticulture students at 

the college level or possible to secondary school 

science classes to promote the value of and share 

info related to rhododendrons.  

I hope you can all attend the Christmas party on 

Dec 2 at the church hall. The party is shaping up to 

be a great time. Bring your photos, something for 

the gift table and the food bank and remember to 

create your short story using  the key words:    

CHRISTMAS CHEER ï SEX ï RHODO ï  

RHODOHOLIC ï RED WINE ï DUNCAN ï JUSTIN 

TRUDEAU.    

See you then.  

Carrie Nelson 

Ken Webb's Rhodo  

Propagators  
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Rhodo Christmas Party  
 

Wednesday, December 2  
6 pm ï St. Johnôs Church 

 

Our ever popular Christmas party will be held on Wednesday December 2 at 6 pm. Guests and spouses 

are most welcome.  We have a great program to guarantee fun and good friendship and food to celebrate 

the season. 

The Rhodo Photo Contest ï bring a couple of your best rhodo photos ï 8 x 

10 inch format in colour plus at least 4 quarters to vote for the best choice.  

Hereôs your chance to show off your photographic skills!  Along with getting the 

quarters voted for your photo there is a $25 prize for first,  $15 for second and 

$10 for third.   

The Great Christmas Story Contest - excellent prizes for the best 2 to 4  

minute stories using the following words at least once:     

/IwL{¢a!{ /I99w   {9·  

wIh5h       wIh5hIh[L/                                                                   

w95 ²Lb9      5¦b/!b 

W¦{¢Lb ¢w¦59!¦    

Gift Draw Table Items - Bring an unwrapped $20 or less value gift for the draw table ï a long armôs length 

of draw tickets will be sold for $5- all proceeds to the Salvation Army 

Christmas Fund  

Food Hamper - Bring dry goods item for the Cowichan Valley food 

bank hamper 

Foodie Favourites - Bring a savoury finger food dish (hot or cold) 

or something sweet for the pot luck table 

Rhodo Questions - Give us your best Rhodo question for the ex-

pert panel to respond at our February 2015 meeting.  

Libations - The Club will provide wine, a nice punch and soft 

drinks.   

Always welcome are volunteers to help dress up the hall for our ga-

la due ï please be there by 5 pm if you can help with setup.  

Complements of the Season to All!! 
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Amazing, Blazing Autumné 
Reprinted from the MARS Rhodovine- November 2015 

Linda Derkach  

For many people, autumn is a favourite time of year.  The heat and drought of summer is gone, things are 

slowing down, and the warm, golden glow of leaves as they turn brings us much pleasure from our gardens.  

And rhododendrons provide a very valuable service as a beautiful dark green foil for the gold, orange, red and 

purple of many deciduous plants and trees. 

 

For Al and Maria Bieberstein this much-loved 

Acer palmatum óNoto No Itoô ï a threadleaf 

maple in all its autumn glory ï is a standout in 

their garden.   

 

In fact, Japanese maples are an essential 
element in many fine gardens, and make 
excellent companions for rhododendrons ï 
especially at this time of year. 

Acer palmatum óOsakazukiô turns a brilliant 
red in autumn, here in the Loyer garden. 
This Japanese maple tolerates sun and 
heat, and can grow to 25 feet.   



 

Cowichan Valley Rhododendron Society 5 December 2015 

  

 

Acer óOrange Dreamô is a medium-sized 
bushy shrub to 15 feet with leaf colour 
varying in different seasons:  yellow in 
spring, greenish in summer and orange/
yellow in autumn.  To add to this 
smorgasbord of flagrant colour, óOrange 
Dreamô can also produce red fruits from 
reddish/purple flowers.  

Cotinus óGraceô is a large shrub that never 

disappoints. 

Cotinus (Smoke Bush) is a very desirable family of 
shrubs/small trees that works well in any garden, 
and especially with rhododendrons.  Green, purple 
and gold are spring and summer colours, but in 
autumn they absolutely glow, bringing cheer on 
gray or sunny fall days.  And most are deer 
resistant and quite drought tolerant.  Cotinus can be 
pruned in early spring as the new buds start to form 
to keep it bushy and compact.  Or it can be allowed 
to grow unrestricted producing large airy balls of 
flowers resembling puffs of smoke. 

Cotinus coggygria óRoyal Purpleô is 
probably the most commonly grown 
Smoke Bush.  Through summer the 
leaves are a deep purple, turning a 
burnished amber and copper in fall.   
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A great favourite, Cotinus coggygria 
óGolden Spiritô has lime green leaves in 
spring turning a golden yellow in 
summer and then pinky/orange in fall.  
At 7 feet high, óGolden Spiritô will work 
well with most gardens and is worth 
seeking out in nurseries. 

Kathy Loyerôs lime green wheelbarrow 
holds flowers in summer, and now in 
autumn boasts the bounty from her 
garden.  Some old tools and a rooster 
complete this outdoor decoration. 

For more fall colour, the Fothergilla family is a 
good choice.  Fothergilla x intermedia óMount 
Airyô has abundant white, honey-scented brush-
like blooms followed by superb autumn colour of 
yellow, orange and scarlet.  At 3 ï 6 feet tall, it 
will earn its keep in a small or large garden.  
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This month in the Rhodoholic  

we are featuring  

Rhododendrons that start with  

the letter D. 

Enjoy!  

Dadôs Indian Summer 

Roger Slaby 
1931-2015 

Roger died at Cairnsmore Place in Duncan on Sun-

day November 22. A true Rhodoholic, we were 

so lucky to have Roger as a member of the Cowi-

chan Valley Rhododendron Society. Partners in 

the Cherry Point Rhododendrons, Roger and his 

wife Anne joined the group that became the found-

ing members of our Society. 

Roger enjoyed propagating Rhododendrons, he put 

about 500 to 1000 cuttings into his propagator each 

year for more than 36 years, some at Squamish but 

most at Cherry Point. He grew Rhododendrons from 

seed and purchased tissue culture plants to grow. 

Over the years some very choice plants were grown 

and sold. We remember Roger and Anne coming to 

many of our plant sales and loading the tables with 

beautiful plants. Many of us have plants in our gar-

dens that we won in the raffle at meetings, donated 

by Roger. 

He was a lifelong student and rarely missed a spring 

or fall get-together of the ARS. The CVRS honoured 

Roger and Anne with the Silver Bowl, the Bronze 

medal and other tokens of our appreciation. We will 

miss the knowledge that he so willingly and gener-

ously shared, his sense of humour and his compan-

ionship. 

Roger was born in Illinois and was raised in Wash-

ington State. He obtained a Degree in Horticul-

ture and then a Masters in European History. He 

moved his young family to Squamish B.C. and then 

to the Cherry Point property. 

He taught school for about 20 years and then 

worked for BC Forest Service at the Mesachie Lake 

Research station after obtaining his Canadian citi-

zenship. 

Roger will be sadly missed by his wife Anne of 49 

years and his son Mark and wife Mavis and his 

daughter Lynn and husband Tim and his grandson 

Cole. 

Liz Murray 
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In early spring when our garden is stirring from its 

winter sleep, what do we look for most as the days 

begin to draw out a little? Well, to me, it is always 

the "yellows" that lighten up the garden - they glow 

in the sunshine and on dull days they give a lift to 

the garden scene. All yellows are welcome from the 

pale primrose to the bright golden shades. 

In our garden the cold days of late winter bring the 

first flowers of one of my favourite yellows, this is 

'Talavera', one of the 'Golden Oriole' group. It is re-

markably weather hardy, the winter rains seem not 

to bother it a bit. 'Talavera' is the child of R. mou-

pinense x R. sulfureum, so if you can grow R. mou-

pinense in your garden I feel sure that 'Talavera' will 

be happy with you too. This rhododendron has been 

around for a long time, but strangely it does not 

seem to have been as widely commercialized as 

one would expect, when one considers its many at-

tributes  

It was hybridized at that beautiful home of many hy-

brids, Caerhays Castle, in the English county of 

Cornwall, by the late Charles Williams. It received 

the Royal Horticultural Society's Award of Merit in 

1947, as 'Golden Oriole', when it was described as 

follows: "The stems are bright cinnamon-brown, and 

bear elliptic, coriaceous leaves about 2 inches long 

and scaly beneath on red petioles. These, together 

with the crimson bud-scales, form a pleasing back-

ground to the three-flowered trusses of Dresden Yel-

low (H.C.C. 64/2) flowers. The corolla is 1İ inches 

long, 2 inches wide at the mouth, with five rounded 

and spreading lobes." To those who are interested 

in such things, the current equivalent of the old 

H.C.C. 64/2 on the R.H.S. Colour Chart is Yellow 

 
A Glimpse of Gold 
Felice Blake 
 
Reprinted from the Winter 1987 Journal of the 
American Rhododendron Society 

'Talavera'  Photo by Felice Blake  

R. sulphureun  R. moupinense  
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Group 5C, although personally I do consider that 

'Talavera' is more of a golden yellow than that col-

our. 

Over the years there has been a certain amount of 

confusion concerning the name. After others of the 

same grex were named, this hybrid was renamed 

'Golden Oriole Talavera', but apparently in accord-

ance with the rules of nomenclature, the 'Golden 

Oriole' was dropped and this rhododendron was 

named simply 'Talavera'. 

So over the years, it has been grown under three 

names! A bit confusing isn't it? In our garden, my 

plant grown from a cutting, seven years ago, now 

measures about two feet high by two and a half feet 

across. It is suitable for a large rock garden, and al-

so for the border. I grow it in filtered sun, as in our 

climate it does not like hot afternoon sun in summer 

which, although it does not burn the leaves, does 

bleach them. Certainly this does not add to its at-

traction. In semi-shade the deep green leaves retain 

their richness, and shade does not deter the plant 

from freely forming flower buds. One great ad-

vantage it has over some other early flowering rho-

dodendrons is that rain does not spot the flowers. It 

is very easily propagated from cuttings taken in late 

summer or as the wood ripens a little. Use a hor-

mone (0.25% I.B. acid) in a peat and coarse river 

sand mix, in a heated propagator with misting. One 

usually has nearly 100% strike. These will flower 

within three years. 

This delightful rhododendron flowers prodigiously 

every year, and with blue primroses blooming at its 

feet, makes a lovely early spring picture.  

An avid gardener, writer, photographer and re-

searcher, Felice Blake regularly contributes articles 

to the ARS Journal.  

Darigold 

Dave Dougan 


